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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th February 2019 
 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

Minute 
Ref. 

 

  
19.17 Agenda Item 1: Apologies for absence: 

 
Mr P. Jackson, (Vice-chairman), Miss K. Davies, Mr C. Griffith. 
 
Ms J. Wisson, (County Councillor), Mr R. West, (District Councillor).  

  
19.17.1 Present:  

 
Mr J. Peal, (Chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, Mr A. Fusco and Mr T. Race. 
 
One parishioner. 

  
19.18 Agenda Item 2: Declarations of interest: 

 
None. 

  
19.19 Agenda Item 3: Public Open Forum: 

 
The Chairman suspended the formal meeting and asked if the 
parishioner present wanted to address the Council. 
 
With regard to Agenda Item 14, the parishioner noted an objection to the 
intended felling of the willow and observed that: 
 

 the Tree Preservation Order had been implemented in 1995 as the 
trees in question represented significant ecological and 
environmental assets for the village; 

 this had, if anything, become more important over time with the 
willow, in particular, now a beautiful tree seen by everyone 
approaching the village; 

 while some maintenance might now be warranted, the felling of the 
willow did not seem justified as propping it and judicious pruning 
should help stabilise it; 

 the required vehicular access to the neighbouring farmland could 
be achieved by re-routing the track slightly.  

 
The Chairman thanked the parishioner for these comments. 

  
19.19.1 Following the Public Open Forum, the Chairman reconvened the formal 

meeting of the Council. 
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19.20 Agenda Item 4: Minutes of previous meeting: 

 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 12th February 2019 were 
read. It was proposed by Mr Race, seconded by Mr Fusco and agreed 
unanimously that they were an accurate record of the meeting and 
signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

  
19.21 Agenda Item 5: Matters arising from the minutes of previous meeting: 
  
19.21.1 Planning Application Approvals 

 
It was noted that the undernoted application had been approved by HDC: 
 

 19/00046/HHFUL: 121 High Street - Erection of timber garden 
shed. 

  
19.21.2 East Anglian Air Ambulance: Offer of First Aid talk 

 
The Chairman noted there was a long lead time for these talks. One had 
been arranged by the village’s WI but this was not until October so it was 
agreed to progress with a booking for the village generally and determine 
likely interest once the date was known. 

  
19.21.3 Friends Close - Public Highway status 

 
The Chairman recorded that he had offered a meeting to the parishioner 
to discuss the parking concerns previously raised but the offer had not 
been taken up. 

  
19.21.4 Dam to brook through village by resident at 136 High Street 

 
No further information to report. 

  
19.21.5 HGV traffic 

 
In progress. 

  
19.21.6 Unauthorised traveller encampment 

 
In the discussions held with Mr Hay, the enforcement officer at Cambs 
CC concerning the installation of bunds and ditches, he had suggested 
that there would be some landscaping of the bunds at Top Planting but 
this had not yet happened. It was noted that this was now unlikely but 
agreed that clarification should be sought. 

  
19.21.7 HDC seminar - A14 impact on communities, business and employment 

 
Mr Race had been unable to attend the seminar. 
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19.21.8 The Chairman noted that all other matters arising would be covered by 
items on the agenda for the meeting and it was agreed that they could be 
dealt with under their respective items. 

  
19.22 Agenda Item 6: Verbal reports from County and District Councillors (if in 

attendance) 
 
Not present. 

  
19.23 Agenda Item 14: Planning Application 19/00487/TREE - Land east of 189 

High Street 
 
Given the observations made during the Public Open Forum, it was 
agreed that this item would be moved up the order of Council business. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the members of the Council had had the 
opportunity to review the documentation associated with this application 
which was for works to trees covered by a Tree Preservation Order. 
 
It was noted that the Order was made in 1995 principally as a result of 
the trees’ ecological and environmental value and contribution to the 
landscape. The application could be considered to comprise two 
elements: 
 

 the reduction of the height of the six elm trees by four metres and; 

 the removal of the leaning willow; 
 
with these elements intended to provide improved access to nearby 
agricultural land. 
 
After discussion it was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Mr Race 
and carried unanimously to recommend that the application be refused 
as: 
 

(a) the removal of the leaning willow is not considered to be warranted 
as the required access could be provided by a combination of: 

 
(i) remedial works to reduce the size of the tree and to provide 

additional mechanical support and; 
(ii) slightly re-routing the intended access track to the nearby 

agricultural land; 
 

which would preserve the intent of the TPO and; 
 

(b) the Council has also been informed that the protected species 
legislation may be in scope as a badger sett is located within 5 
metres of the site of the works.  
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19.24 Agenda Item 7: Traffic management strategy plan 
 

(a) MVAS update 
 

 Mr Fusco advised that battery life had improved following the 
software update in January; 

 Changes to the position of the MVAS and the provision of 
traffic statistics are in accordance with the undertaking 
provided to Cambs CC; 

 The purchase of the extended warranty quoted at a cost of 
£80.00 plus VAT by Swarco was discussed. It was agreed that 
this made sense given the engineer call out charges but the 
pricing should be confirmed given the age of the quote. Mr 
Fusco agreed to progress. 

 The Clerk advised that he had been contacted by Karen Lunn, 
the traffic engineer at Cambs CC who had assisted with the 
MVAS purchase. She had sought details of where the invoice 
for the installation of the four mounting posts should be sent. 
The Clerk had estimated the likely costs based on the LHI bid 
to be approximately £1,600.00 and it was proposed by Mr 
Race, seconded by Mrs Ascroft and carried unanimously that 
payment of up to £2,000 be authorised on receipt of the 
invoice. 

 Mr Fusco advised that he had been notified by the co-ordinator 
of the SpeedWatch programme that a similar monitoring 
scheme for HGVs was being set up but only where they were 
legally restricted so this was unlikely to be of interest for the 
village. 

 
(b) A428 route announcement 

 
The Clerk referred to the email received from the Planning 
Inspectorate he had circulated before the meeting. This was in 
connection with the scope of the Environmental Statement to be 
provided by Highways England’s in connection with the project 
approval application. A draft of the scoping report had also been 
provided and the Council’s comments, if any, were required by 2nd 
May. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed that the draft report should be split 
between the members of the Council for comment. Mr Race 
agreed to co-ordinate the distribution of the draft and any resulting 
comments. 

  
19.25 Agenda Item 8: Footpath, footway and carriageway matters 

 
(a) Highways England A428 improvements - Funding allocation by 

Department of Transport 
 

The Clerk was instructed to clarify the position relating to the 
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Council’s registration of interest under the above national funding 
initiative to support certain categories of community benefit, 
(minute reference 18.87). 

  
19.26 Mr Jackson joined the meeting at 20.50 and apologised that he had been 

delayed. 
  
19.27 Agenda Item 9: Newton Primary School - Funding request 

 
The funding request received from the school circulated by the Chairman 
in advance of the meeting was discussed. Given the benefit to the village 
community and non-recurring nature of the request, it was proposed by 
Mr Jackson, seconded by Mr Race and carried unanimously that a 
donation of £500 be made. 

  
19.28 Agenda Item 10: Village Hall Management Committee - PC 

representative 
 
Pursuant to the terms of the Village Hall’s Trust Deed, at the Hall’s AGM 
all village groups are entitled to appoint a trustee to serve on the 
management committee for the forthcoming year. After discussion, Mr 
Jackson agreed to continue in this role for a further year. 

  
19.29 Agenda Item 11: Village Plan 2019 

 
As agreed previously, with the announcement of the A428 preferred 
route, Mr Fusco advised that the updating of the Village Plan could now 
be started. After discussion, the following approach was agreed: 
 

 that a sub-group to be chaired by Mr Fusco be formed of 
councillors and parishioners as necessary; 

 a survey be drawn up modelled on the 2011 version to provide 
meaningful comparisons; 

 the survey would include a section dealing specifically with A428 
impacts and observations; 

 the survey to be conducted over the summer with the intention of 
an initial report in the autumn. 

  
19.30 Agenda Item 12: Offer of safety presentation by Jim Norton 

 
The Chairman advised that he had received an offer from Jim Norton to 
give a talk to parishioners at which he’d share his professional 
experiences and knowledge as a serving police officer about how 
individuals might safeguard themselves from becoming crime victims. 
 
This was felt to be very worthwhile and the Chairman advised he would 
liaise with Mr Norton to find a suitable date.   
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19.31 Agenda Item 13: Dog waste bins 
 
Mrs Ascroft noted that three of the dog waste bins in the village were 
sited close to its centre and might usefully be relocated to improve 
coverage, particularly in the area around Bridle End. 
 
This was agreed and the Clerk was instructed to make enquiries of HDC. 

  
19.32 Agenda Item 15: Planning Application 19/00562/HHFUL - 81 High Street 

 
The Chairman confirmed that the members of the Council had had the 
opportunity to review the documentation associated with this application 
for the construction of a part single storey rear extension, alterations to 
fenestration and new front porch at the above property. 
 
The Council noted that the:  
 

 the proposed rear extension is to be constructed using materials 
sympathetic to the existing structure and, as a result of the 
separation between the adjacent houses and the curvature of the 
High Street at that point, is considered to limit any visible intrusion 
to the neighbouring properties; 

 the proposed front porch is similarly intended to be constructed to 
complement the existing dwelling, is modest in size with a floor 
area of the approximately 2 sq. metres extending from the existing 
house by 0.9 metres and can be accommodated easily at the front 
of the plot. 

 
After discussion it was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Mr 
Jackson and carried unanimously to recommend approval as the 
proposed extension and porch are intended to reflect the character and 
design of the existing dwelling, there will be no significant adverse 
impacts on the residential amenity of neighbouring properties or the 
character of the Yelling Conservation Area. 

  
19.33 Agenda Item 16: : Accounts to pay 

 
None. 

  
19.34 Agenda Item 17: Correspondence 

 
The Clerk advised that the following had been received: 
 

(a) a letter from Seafarers UK seeking support of their campaign to 
raise awareness of the UK dependence on the Merchant Navy; 

(b) an email from the Salvation Army seeking any interest in siting a 
clothing recycling bank on Council owned land; 

(c) an email from the proprietors of a business producing organic 
crops seeking the Council’s knowledge of land available to 
develop a smallholding. 
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The Council considered that (a) merited support but saw little scope to do 
so and was unable for practical reasons to assist with (b) and (c). The 
Clerk was instructed to respond accordingly. 

  
19.35 Agenda Item 18: Any other business 

 
The following points were noted for future discussion as appropriate: 
 

 The Chairman advised that he had been made aware by Mrs 
Poulter that the British Heart Foundation had agreed to fund 50% 
of a defibrillator for the village. The question of funding the balance 
of approximately £600 and its location would come under 
consideration in due course. 

 

 Proposals for enhancing the area around the village sign; 
 

 Preparatory works relating to the development at the site outside 
the village approved under Planning Application 18/02156/FUL 
had been noted. The applicant’s agent had confirmed that the re-
location of the badgers to the Council’s land could not take place 
until July at which point the necessary licences would be available. 

  
19.36 The meeting closed at 21.45. 
 


