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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on 24th May 2016 
 in the Village Hall at 8.00 p.m. 

 
 

Minute 
Ref. 

 

  
16.32 Apologies for absence: 

 
Mr C. Griffith. 

  
16.32.1 Present:  

 
Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mr P. Jackson (Vice Chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, 
Miss K. Davies and Mr A. Fusco. 
 
Ms J. Wisson (County Councillor), Mrs B. Boddington and Mr R. West 
(District Councillors). Two parishioners. 

  
16.33 Agenda Item 2: Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting of 26th May 2015 

 
The minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 26th May 2015 were read. It 
was proposed by Mr Jackson, seconded by Miss Davies and carried 
unanimously that they were an accurate record and signed by the 
Chairman accordingly. 

  
16.34 Agenda Item 3: Matters arising from minutes of previous meeting: 

 
None 

  
16.35 Agenda Item 4: Chairman’s Report 

 
The Chairman gave his report of the Council’s main activities during the 
year. The principal points were: 
 

 The Local Highway Improvement Grant had been unsuccessful. 
The Council was not entirely clear why we had scored so low and 
would attempt to get clarification for future years. 

 

 The Council’s traffic management strategy was continuing with the 
installation of kerbside gates at each end of the High Street and 
consideration of an application under the next LHI grant for a raised 
table. 

 

 The resurfacing of the carriageway at the eastern approach to the 
village was scheduled for July and the Council would be seeking 
improvements to white lining and other carriageway warning 
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indicators where possible. 
 

 Resurfacing of the High Street was scheduled for early June. 
 

 The Council had continued to press for improvements to broadband 
connectivity. Progress was slow but indications from 
BT/OpenReach were that the improved service could be available 
sometime in the third quarter of the year. 

 

 The village continued to benefit from many well planned activities 
and events which helped to foster a strong community environment. 

 

 The incidence of criminal activity remained low. 
 
The Chairman closed his report by noting the recent death of James 
Murray. James had served as a councillor for many years with a term as 
chairman and would be sadly missed. 

  
16.36 Agenda Item 5: Coal Charity Report 

 
The Clerk advised that he had received a report from Mrs O. V. Ascroft, 
secretary & trustee of the charity, for the year ended 31st March 2016. No 
payments had been made in the period leaving, after income receipts, a 
balance of £274.33 held over to the trustees meeting in December 2016. 
 
The Chairman asked that the Clerk thank Mrs Ascroft for the report. 

  
16.37 Agenda Item 6: Verbal reports from County and District Councillors (if in 

attendance) 
 
Ms Wisson provided a report on the following matters: 
 

 on the activities of the various County Council committees and 
initiatives she was involved with including: 

 
 supporting children in care and seeking asylum, 
 the Fire Authority, 
 management of the Cromwell Museum. 

 

 an insight into the operation of the Local Highway Improvement 
Grant Scheme approval process and noted that Highways officers 
could be constrained by central Government initiatives when 
implementing proposals which could be at odds with the aspirations 
of the applicants. 

 

 the planning for the A428 improvements was continuing and 
environmental studies and traffic surveys were being conducted. 
Highways England had recently released a communication seeking 
interest from parish councils during the development of the 
proposals and requesting the nomination of representatives to 
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attend briefings, etc.  
 
Mr West gave a summary of the roles and responsibilities he held at HDC 
principally as Vice-chairman of the Council and a member of the following 
panels: 
 

 Corporate Governance; 
 Development Management; 
 Employment; 
 Licencing & Protection; 
 Overview & Scrutiny. 

 

 He was also Chairman of the Hinchingbrook Country Park Joint 
Group working to maintain the park for the enjoyment of the public 
and a trustee of the Huntingdonshire Volunteer Centre. 

 
He noted: 

 

 the role played by parish councils in supporting their residents and 
the responsibility he felt the District Council owed to parish council 
in discharging their responsibilities. He hoped that of particular 
benefit would be improvements to the information available on 
HDC’s website and the long term changes to how planning 
applications were distributed. 

 

 the recent communication from Highways England referred to by Ms 
Wisson and importance for the Parish Council to be fully informed 
at all stages of the consultation. 

 

 his intention to continue to work actively to maintain the village way 
of life and to protect our historic heritage. 

 
Mrs Boddington provided a report on the following matters: 
 

 she had been re-elected with an increased majority at last year’s 
elections and was delighted at the support from the communities 
she served. 

 

 HDC had been set stringent budgetary targets and had 
implemented restructuring and staff redundancy initiatives in an 
effort to reduce costs but maintain public services. The vacant office 
space created had been let successfully to further support the cost 
reductions. 

 

 HDC was continuing with its Community Chest grant scheme for a 
further year. 

 
Mrs Boddington, together with Ms Wisson and Mr West, thanked the 
Parish Council for extending a warm welcome at its meetings. 
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The Chairman thanked Mrs Boddington, Ms Wisson and Mr West for the 
reports. 
 
Mrs Ascroft asked whether Ms Wisson might be able to help expedite the 
removal of the dam to the brook in the village which had been constructed 
by the resident at 136 High Street which the County Council’s flood risk 
officer did not seem to be prioritising. Ms Wisson asked that any 
correspondence be forwarded to her. 

  
16.38 Agenda Item 7: Public Open Forum – To enable members of the public to 

address the Council 
 
Mrs Bownass asked if it were possible to obtain Cambs CC’s intended 
grass cutting timetable. The Clerk was asked to look into this. 

  
16.39 Agenda Item 8: Any other business 

 
None. 

  
16.40 The meeting closed at 8.52 p.m. 
 


