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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 28th August 2012 
 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

Minute 
Ref. 

 

  
12.80 Apologies for absence: 

 
None 

  
12.81 Present:  

 
Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mr P. Jackson (Vice Chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, 
Mrs J. Murray, Mr J. Murray, Mr C. Griffith and Mr P. Webb. 
 
Ms B. Boddington and Mr R. West also in attendance. 

  
12.82 Declarations of interest: 

 
None. 

  
12.83 Minutes of previous meetings: 

 
The minutes of the meeting of 30th May 2012 were read. It was proposed 
by Mr Jackson, seconded by Mrs Ascroft and agreed unanimously that 
they were an accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the 
Chairman accordingly. 

  
12.84 Matters arising from the minutes of previous meeting 

 
  
12.84.1 The Chairman welcomed Mr Webb to the Council. 

 
  
12.84.2 Other matters 

 
The Chairman noted that all other matters arising were covered by items 
on the agenda for the meeting and sought confirmation that they be dealt 
with under their respective items which was agreed. 

  
12.85 Agenda Item 5: Adoption on new Code of Conduct and disclosure options 

The Clerk confirmed that it was a requirement under the Localism Act 
2011 for the Council to adopt a new Code of Conduct with enhanced 
disclosure obligations for councillors and their spouses or partners. Drafts 
of the ‘model’ code adopted by HCD and that endorsed by the National 
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Association of Local Councils had been circulated before the meeting 
together with forms for the Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests, (DPI). The 
Clerk noted that, while it was open to the Council to adopt any other form 
of Code as long as it complied with the legislative requirements, there 
were certain administrative benefits in proceeding with that adopted by 
HDC. adopting that    
 
After discussion it was proposed by Mr Murray, seconded by Mr Jackson 
and carried unanimously that the HDC model code be adopted and the 
Clerk was instructed to notify HDC accordingly and progress the relevant 
DPI forms with councillors.    

  
12.86 Agenda Item 6: Annual Audit 

The Clerk confirmed he had received notice from Moore Stephens that the 
audit had been completed with no issues raised.  

  
12.87 Agenda Item 7: Road drainage 

The Chairman advised that he had contact the Highways Division at 
Cambridgeshire County Council to raise concerns over the storm water 
drains throughout the village that had overflowed badly during the recent 
heavy rains. He had met with Mr Brian Murdoch, Highways Supervisor for 
the area who had agreed that they would be cleared at the earliest 
opportunity. Mr West endorsed the prompt response from the County 
Council. 

  
12.88 Agenda Item 8: Land behind/adjacent to the Chapel 

The Chairman noted that major earthworks had commenced on this plot of 
land owned by Luminus and advised that he understood that the Chapel 
had agreed with Luminus that; 
 

(a) some of the area was intended to be prepared as allotments 
available to Luminus’s tenants in the flats, 

(b) the remainder would be grassed and used as a children’s play area. 
 
Mr Griffith advised that he had also spoken to Ben Woodcraft who had 
sought his assistance with cultivating the area and that Ben had confirmed 
these were the intentions. 
 

  
12.89 Agenda Item 9: Website Upgrade  

The Chairman advised that he’d been contacted by the web-hosting 
provider as the village website had again been hacked and had been 
suspended as users could be vulnerable to security attacks. Mr Webb 
confirmed that his computer had indeed been infected with a virus. 
 
The reason the website is vulnerable is as it is built on obsolete software. 
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He had received a quote to upgrade to the most recent software release 
for £85.00 or to redesign the site with other software for £150. It is a fact of 
life that we would have to periodically upgrade to avoid similar vulnerability 
in the future. 
 
It was proposed by Mr Griffith, seconded by Mrs Ascroft and carried 
unanimously for the Chairman to progress with the software upgrade for 
£85.00. 

  
12.90 Agenda Item 10: Best Kept Garden Cup competition 

The Vice Chairman reported that he had arranged for Robin Windsor to 
judge the competition and that this would take place imminently. 

  
12.91 Agenda Item 11: Produce Show 

The Chairman confirmed that the Produce Show was to be held on 15th 
September. The organising committee was himself, Simon Dell, Chris 
Walker and Les Smith and it was intended to become a biennial event to 
alternate with the village Flower Festival. The event was in support of the 
village hall and apart from the usual competitions would also include a 
BBQ run by the Social Club. 

12.92 Agenda Item 12: Replacement of bench near village sign 

The Chairman noted that condition of the Council’s bench had deteriorated 
in places. Given the Queen’s Jubilee bench had cost £500, it was agreed 
that the Vice-Chairman would approach Mr Harrington to see it he would 
consider making refurbishments. 

12.93 Agenda Item 13: Cotton Farm Wind Farm update and Community Benefit 
Fund 
 
The Chairman gave the Council a summary of the proposals for the 
Community Benefit Fund which were being developed by the 
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation who had been appointed by 
RENERCO as fund administrators. Funding would only become available 
once the wind farm had been operating for a year. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the Cotton Farm Action group had now agreed to 
purchase of the permanent noise monitoring equipment to establish pre-
operational sound levels to assist with any actions under nuisance 
legislation. The equipment was expected to be installed in a few weeks. 

12.94 Agenda Item 14: Village Plan matters 
 

(a) Speed Stickers 
 

It was noted that the stickers had now been received and offered to 
all relevant households and had been very well received. 
 

(b) Speedwatch 
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The Chairman noted the great job Armando Fusco had done in 
getting the group of volunteers together. Approximately ten 
sessions had been held to date with the results showing that about 
30% of drivers were travelling in excess of the calibrated speed of 
34 mph. The value of statistical information for future traffic 
management initiatives had been stressed by Emma Murden, 
Cambridgeshire County Council’s area traffic management officer. 
 
Mr West proposed a vote of thanks to the volunteer group and also 
commented that Toseland and Graveley had instigated schemes. 
 

(c) Traffic 
 

The Clerk advised that he had written to Sharon Piper, the Area 
Traffic Engineer for Cambridgeshire County Council, for further 
comments about the factors used when considering the potential 
site of the chicane. 
 
Mrs Boddington commented that the Council should be aware that 
moving the start of the 30 mph speed limit would be extremely 
difficult. 

 
(d) Broadband speeds 

 
Mrs Boddington and Mr West advised that the response forms for 
HDC’s initiative to gather public opinion on this subject had been 
received and the data was being collated. In response to the 
Chairman’s question as to whether Yelling would be one of the 
villages to benefit from the intended infrastructure upgrades, Mr 
West assured the Council that this was the case and that the 
majority of parishes would benefit. 

 
(e) Planning & environmental health issues 

 
The Chairman circulated the reply he had received to his letter to 
the residents at 2 High Street which had been agreed at the last 
meeting. Mr Griffith wondered if there was any will within the village 
to help but noted this could be a sensitive issue. It was agreed that 
the Clerk and Chairman would draft a further letter. 

  
12.95 Agenda Item 15: Parish Insurance 

The Clerk advised that the parish insurance was due for renewal at the 
end of September. The quote from the existing insurer, Zurich, had not 
increased materially but it was proposed by Mr Murray, seconded by Mr 
Griffith and carried unanimously that alternative quotes be sought by the 
Clerk and, given the time to renewal, the best be accepted. 
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12.96 Agenda Item 16: Accounts to Pay  

It was proposed by Mr Griffith, seconded by Mrs Ascroft and carried 
unanimously that the account presented by Moore Stephens for £60.00 in 
respect of the audit fees be paid. 

  
12.97 Agenda Item 17: Correspondence  

The Clerk advised he had received a letter from Cambridgeshire ACRE 
promoting its oil buying scheme. It was noted that the village already had a 
scheme open to residents run by Mr Turvey so this was unlikely to be of 
much interest. 

  
12.98 Agenda Item 18: Any other business  

The Chairman advised that the Clerk had passed him a communication 

from NHS Cambridgeshire asking if the Council would promote their local 

stop smoking support group, Camquit, via our website. This was generally 

supported but was only possible once the site had been rebuilt. 

 

The Chairman noted that the hedges in various parts of the village were 

encroaching on the footway and had asked the Clerk to confirm what 

action should be taken. The Clerk advised that this was primarily the 

responsibility of the landowner but that HDC could, in certain 

circumstances, carry out the work and charge the landowner directly. It 

was agreed that contact or letters be sent to the property owners as 

appropriate. 

 

The Chairman acknowledged Mrs Boddington’s kind invitation to the Clerk, 

himself or the Vice-Chairman to visit HDC’s offices for afternoon tea and a 

tour on Friday, 31st August but regretted that all were unable to attend due 

to prior commitments. Mrs Boddington said she understood when this was 

arranged that this could prove difficult for employees but there would 

possibly be other opportunities in the future. 

 

Mr Griffith confirmed that, as previously agreed, he would shortly be 

buying the daffodil bulbs and that these would need to be planted as soon 

as possible. The Chairman agreed to canvas support for a village working 

party. 

 

Mr Jackson advised that the footpaths extending towards Croxton had 

been damaged by ploughing during the harvest period. Mr Griffith thought 

there might be a period allowed for this but that the pathways would be 

reinstated. Mr Jackson also commented that the damaged footpaths were 

at the periphery of certain fields and so perhaps should not have been 
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damaged in the first instance. 

 

The Chairman advised that the Parish Paths Partnership were asking to 

install steps in the steep bank in the footpath extending behind the site of 

the new Jubilee Bench adjacent to 130 High Street. 

  
12.99 The meeting closed at 9.21 p.m. 
 


