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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 27th October 2016 
 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 

Minute 
Ref. 

 

  
16.118 Apologies for absence: 

 
Mr R. West, (District Councillor), Ms J. Wisson, (County Councillor). 

  
16.118.1 Present:  

 
Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mr P. Jackson (Vice-chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, 
Miss K. Davies, Mr C. Griffith and Mr A. Fusco. 
 
Mrs B. Boddington, (District Councillor). 

  
16.119 Declarations of interest: 

 
The following councillors declared interests under section 6.2.1 of the 
Code of Conduct: 
 

 Miss K. Davies: Agenda Item 12 Planning Application 
16/01978/HHFUL - October House 177 High Street; 

 The Chairman and Mr Fusco: Planning Application 
16/01986/HHFUL: 1 Thatchers Close);  

 Mr P. Jackson:  Agenda Item 8, Traffic management strategy plan 
in respect of raised table speed reduction measure. 

  
16.120 Agenda Item 3: Public Open Forum: 

 
No parishioners present. 

  
16.121 Agenda Item 4: Minutes of previous meetings: 

 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 26th September 2016 were 
read. It was proposed by Mrs S. Ascroft, seconded by Mr C. Griffith and 
agreed unanimously that they were an accurate record of the meeting 
and signed by the Chairman accordingly.  

  
16.122 Agenda Item 5: Matters arising from the minutes of previous meetings: 
  
16.122.1 Excavations on land to the north east of 189 High Street. 

The Chairman advised that he had contacted the officer at the 
Environment Agency who had dealt with the recent oil leakage in the 
village. The officer had been unable to confirm what approvals might be 
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needed and whether they had been obtained. 
 
The Clerk advised that he had also sought guidance from HDC’s 
Planning Department about the permissions that the excavations might 
require. Before proceeding further, the Planning Department wanted 
confirmation of the location to ensure that they, rather than SCDC, had 
jurisdiction. The Clerk produced a plan HDC had provided and, after 
examination, he was instructed to confirm the site location was within the 
area governed by HDC. 

  
16.122.2 The Chairman noted that all other matters arising would be covered by 

items on the agenda for the meeting and it was agreed that they could be 
dealt with under their respective items. 

  
16.123 Agenda Item 6: Verbal reports from County and District Councillors (if in 

attendance) 
 
Mrs Boddington provided the following update: 
 

 There had been a number of representations from other parish 
councils about the potential loss of the Tree Warden Co-ordinator 
position in March 2017 as well as objections to the local press and 
it was understood that the withdrawal of this post may received 
further consideration. 

 She has seconded a motion from Cllr Haywood at HDC’s Council 
meeting on 19th October that representations should be made to 
Network Rail to ensure that their strategic review of the investment 
programme for the East Coast Main Line continues to provide for 
the closure of the level crossing at Buckden and its replacement 
with a bridge. 

 The initial infrastructure development phase of Alconbury Weald, 
(the former Alconbury airfield site), has largely been completed. 
The 20 residential and commercial development phases provide 
for up to 5,000 residential properties and an ‘enterprise’ campus to 
create 8000 new jobs. 

 
The Chairman thanked Mrs Boddington for her report. 

  
16.124 Agenda Item 7: PC Co-option 

 
The Clerk confirmed: 
 

 that all councillors had seen the candidate summaries; 

 the procedure to be adopted to fill the vacant seat was by way of a 
confidential ballot of  those councillors present; 

 the successful candidate would need to achieve an absolute 
majority of the number of votes available, i.e. four or more; 

 in the event that an absolute majority was not recorded at the first 
ballot, the candidate with the least number of votes in that ballot 
would be eliminated and a further vote taken; 



 

 Page 3 

 this procedure would continue until such time as an absolute 
majority was attained by a candidate. 

 
The initial vote was then taken. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that Mr Tom Race had achieved the necessary 
voting majority and would be co-opted to the Council. 
 
The Chairman instructed the Clerk to notify all candidates of the outcome 
of the vote and to thank them for their interest in joining the Council. 

  
16.125 Agenda Item 8: Broadband Update 

 
The Chairman advised that he had tried to arrange a further conference 
call with BT/Openreach as agreed at the last meeting but this had not 
been possible. However, he had received an email from BT/Openreach 
to confirm that the migration of residents to Cabinet No. 4 had been 
completed and he understood that residents should now be able to place 
orders for the superfast service but would confirm this was the case. 
 
In the event that there were further delays, the Chairman and Mr Fusco 
would try to arrange a further conference call with BT/Openreach in the 
forthcoming week. 

  
16.126 Agenda Item 9: Traffic management strategy plan 

 
Local Highway Improvement Grant 2016/2017 - Raised table 
 
After discussion, it became apparent that there was some confusion over 
whether a further revision to the plans for the location of the table was 
needed following the recent meeting with residents. The Chairman 
agreed to confirm this with Joshua Rutherford at Cambs CC. 

  
16.127 Agenda Item 10: Footpath, footway and carriageway matters 

 

 The Chairman noted that the fallen leaves were making areas of 
the footways quite hazardous and asked the Clerk if HDC could be 
contacted to arrange clearance. 

 

 Miss Davies advised that she had noted damage to the drainage 
outlet/culvert to the side of the carriageway near Madge’s Corner 
and had reported this using Cambs CC’s online fault system. 

 

 The Clerk confirmed that letters concerning the overgrown 
vegetation to the footway opposite the Village Hall had been sent 
to the appropriate residents. 

 

 The Chairman referred to the recent email communication 
circulated by the Clerk in which Jonathan Clarke, Highway 
Maintenance Manager at Cambs CC had notified of a reduction in 
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winter gritting routes for 2016/2017 to meet budgetary targets. It 
was noted with concern that under these proposals the road 
through the village would not be gritted as a matter of course. After 
discussion, it was agreed that representations would be made to 
Mr Clarke and Cllr Wisson to request that the proposals be 
reviewed and reinstated to those in previous years.  

  
16.128 Agenda Item 11: Local Highway Improvement Grant Scheme - 

2017/2018 
 
The Chairman advised that a meeting of the sub-committee agreed at the 
last meeting had taken place and the application was progressing. 
 
It had been noted that the SpeedWatch data provided valuable traffic 
volume data but as the monitoring sessions had generally been 
conducted during peak time periods, vehicle speeds tended to be 
modulated by traffic volumes and data from further sessions outside of 
peak hours might prove helpful for the application. Mr Fusco advised that 
while this could ordinarily have been arranged, Cambs police were 
recalling the SpeedWatch equipment for recalibration and refurbishment 
by the end of the month so it would not now be possible. 
 
The Chairman also noted the following points with regard to the online 
application procedure: 
 

 the online form is not in a downloadable format and so cannot be 
reviewed before completion; 

 it must be completed at one sitting as it times out after 10 minutes 
of inactivity and must then be restarted; 

 it cannot be saved part way through completion; 

 it is not possible to skip forwards through the form until all previous 
required data is present; 

 it will not be possible for the PC to review the online form before 
submission. 

  
After discussion, it was proposed by Mr Jackson, seconded by Mrs 
Ascroft and carried unanimously that the sub-committee be authorised to 
prepare and submit the application without further reference to the full 
Council. 

  
16.129 Mrs Boddington left the meeting at 20.18 
  
16.130 Agenda Item 12: Planning Application 16/01978/HHFUL - October House 

177 High Street 
 
The plans and associated documents for the application for the 
construction of a dormer to provide headroom for stair to roof-space, and 
the conversion of attic space into bedroom with en-suite were reviewed 
and discussed. The Council noted that 
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(a) the design of the dormer is intended to minimise the changes to 
the existing roofing structure commensurate with the creation of 
the headroom necessary to comply with building regulations and 
will be constructed using materials to blend with the existing 
structure and; 

(b) no external structural changes are required to create the proposed 
attic bedroom and en-suite bathroom; 

 
It was proposed by Mr Griffith, seconded by Mr Jackson and carried 
unanimously that the application be recommended for approval as there 
would be no significant adverse impacts on: 
 

 the residential amenity of neighbouring properties; 

 the existing street scene; 

 the character of the Yelling Conservation Area. 
  
16.131 Agenda Item 13: Planning Application 16/01625/HHFUL (retrospective) - 

184 High Street 
 
The plans and associated documents for the retrospective application for 
the construction of a new garage/outbuilding were reviewed and 
discussed. The Council noted that: 
 

(a) the garage/outbuilding is of a design and construction that is 
sympathetic to the rural location; 

(b) is screened from the public highway by mature native hedgerows; 
 
It was proposed by Mr Griffith, seconded by Mr Fusco and carried 
unanimously that the application be recommended for approval, subject 
to consideration of a  condition for the preservation of the native 
hedgerows screening the site, as there would be no significant adverse 
impacts on: 
 

 the residential amenity of neighbouring properties; 

 the existing street scene; 

 the character of the adjacent Yelling Conservation Area. 
  
16.132 Agenda Item 14: Planning Application16/01986/HHFUL -1 Thatchers 

Close 
 
The plans and associated documents for the construction of a new porch 
at the above property were reviewed and discussed. During these 
discussions, the Council was made aware that the design of the property 
means that the existing front door and hallway have limited protection 
from adverse weather conditions and the applicant’s intention in 
constructing the porch is to provide better protection for the internal 
hallway and storage cupboard for coats, boots, etc. It was further noted 
that; 
 

(a) the proposed porch is to be constructed of brick and 
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weatherboarding to match the existing structure but, given the 
thatched roof of the main dwelling, will be roofed with tiles to 
match the adjacent outbuilding; 

(b) the existing solid front door is to be reused which will help to 
preserve the current external appearance but roof lights will be 
installed to improve the light to the interior hallway. 

 
It was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Miss Davies and carried 
unanimously that the application be recommended for approval as there 
would be no significant adverse impacts on the residential amenity of 
neighbouring properties, (including the listed building at 103 High Street), 
or the character of the Yelling Conservation Area. 

  
16.133 Agenda Item 15: Funding of HDC Tree Warden Co-ordinator post 

 
In recognition of the possibility of further review of the decision to 
withdraw this post as set out under Minute reference 16.123, it was 
agreed that no action be taken on this matter at this time. 

  
16.134 Agenda Item 16: Precept 2017/2018 

 
The Clerk presented the funding estimates for the precept for the 
Financial Year ended 31st March 2018, noting the various intended 
commitments under LHI Grant initiatives, the Traffic Management 
Strategy Plan and the Local Government election costs in 2018. After 
discussion it was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Mr Jackson and 
carried unanimously that a precept of £5,000 be set. 

  
16.135 Agenda Item 17:Accounts to Pay  

 
It was proposed by Mr Griffith, seconded by Mr Jackson and carried by 
majority, (one abstention), that the account submitted by Yelling Village 
Hall for hire charges amounting to £16.00 be passed for payment. 

  
16.136 Agenda Item 18: Correspondence  

 
None in addition to those items circulated by the Clerk since the last 
meeting. 

  
16.137 Agenda Item 19: : Any other business 

 
Mrs Ascroft noted that: 
 

 all village funding applications to the Cotton Farm Wind Farm 
Community Benefit Fund had been approved; 

 

 she had been approached by residents about the construction of 
the storage extension to the village hall and had redirected them to 
the Village Hall Management Committee. 
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The Chairman suggested that consideration be given at a future meeting 
to the funding of a community apple press. 

  
16.138 The meeting closed at 21.30. 
 


