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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 24th March 2015 
 in the Village Hall at 8.00 p.m. 

 
 

Minute 
Ref. 

 

  
15.42 Apologies for absence: 

 
Ms J. Wisson and Mr R. West. 

  
15.42.1 Present:  

 
Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mr P. Jackson (Vice Chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, 
Miss K. Davies, Mr A. Fusco, Mr C. Griffith and Mr P. Webb. 

  
15.43 Declarations of interest: 

 
None. 

  
15.44 Agenda Item 3: Public Open Forum: 

 
No parishioners present. 

  
15.45 Agenda Item 4: Minutes of previous meetings: 

 
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 16th February 2015 were 
read. It was proposed by Mr Jackson, seconded by Mr Fusco and carried 
unanimously that they were an accurate record of the meeting and 
signed by the Chairman accordingly. 

  
15.46 Agenda Item 5: Matters arising from the minutes of previous meetings 
  
15.46.1 The Chairman noted that any matters arising were covered by items on 

the agenda for the meeting. It was agreed that they would be dealt with 
under these respective items. 

  
15.47 Agenda Item 6: Verbal reports from County and District Councillors (if in 

attendance) 
 
Mrs Boddington advised: 
 

 HDC had not increased its Council Tax component for the 2015/16 
Financial Year but the county council element would be increased 
by 1.9%; 

 

 Cambs CC’s Road Safety Audit Team had indicated they were not 
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prepared at the moment to carry out an audit on the traffic calming 
feature as their remit was only to audit new road developments  
and they did not consider it met that requirement; 

 

 National Rail have indicated the level crossing at Offord Cluny may 
be replaced by a bridge; 

 

 Discussions were ongoing about improving the routing of the A14 
to alleviate noise concerns. The possible changes would mainly 
affect the Offords; 

 

 The A428 improvements were under discussion and the proposed 
routing was expected to be put forward for consultation shortly; 

 

 HDC’s Community Chest grant scheme has been doubled to 
£60,000 with a £5,000 individual limit per application; 

 

 Mr West had contacted BT in an effort to escalate residents’ 
concerns over the poor telephone and broadband service but he 
had been advised that the customers affected would have to raise 
their concerns individually. 

  
15.48 Agenda Item 7: Traffic Management & LHI planning 

 
It was generally felt that the discussions with Matthew Pickering at the 
last meeting had been helpful and constructive and Ms Wisson had been 
broadly supportive of the Council’s position. 
 
Mr Pickering had agreed that the Council’s intention to formulate a 
cohesive traffic plan was probably the right approach. Mr Webb offered to 
consolidate the additional information from the last meeting and any other 
comments into the initial draft. It was agreed that an informal discussion 
meeting to develop the plan should be held in due course.  
 
The Chairman considered that the plan should be discussed with 
villagers when appropriate which was agreed unanimously. 
 
The reduction in the effectiveness of the traffic calming measure caused 
by cars parked on the left hand side of the High Street was discussed. It 
was agreed that any approach to residents to trial arrangements which 
might increase its impact should be on an informal basis. 
 
Mr Pickering’s suggestion that a 3 metre width restriction could be trialled 
for the traffic feature was discussed. It was proposed by Mr Griffith, 
seconded by Mr Fusco and carried unanimously to accept the proposal in 
principle subject to a more detailed formal proposal from Cambs CC. 

  
15.49 Agenda Item 8: Footpath, footway and carriageway repair and 

maintenance 
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It was noted that the Parish Paths Partnership had effectively become 
defunct several years ago following local government budget cuts but 
that any specific maintenance problems should still be reported. 
 
The Chairman reiterated that Cambs CC’s web based highway fault 
reporting system was very good and extended beyond potholes. It 
allowed any faults to be tracked to resolution. 
 
Mr Griffith noted that there were considerable amounts of rubbish on the 
kerbsides of the road towards Eltisley. Mrs Boddington agreed to 
investigate and report back in due course. 

  
15.50 Agenda Item 9: Broadband update 

 
Mr Fusco advised that he had circulated to the Council an email from BT 
responding to the complaints raised. This appeared to show intent to 
improve cabling by 27th March but it was unclear whether any works had 
yet been undertaken.  

  
15.51 Agenda Item 10: Speedwatch update 

 
Mr Fusco advised he had attended a Regional Coordinators conference 
earlier in the month. It was clear that the police were looking to civilian 
assistance in this and a number of other activities. Training had been 
organised for the Yelling volunteer group for 28th March. 
 
At the last meeting Ms Wisson had advised that Eltisley Parish Council 
were considering the possibility of obtaining a battery operated interactive 
mobile speed camera and wanted to investigate whether any 
neighbouring parish councils might want to utilise it on a cost sharing 
basis. The Clerk was requested to obtain further details. 

  
15.52 Agenda Item 11: Assets of Community Value 

 
The provisions were noted but no further action was considered 
appropriate at this time. The matter would be kept under review. 

  
15.53 Agenda Item 12: Tree preservation orders and additional Conservation 

Area implications 
 
After discussion it was agreed that parishioners should be reminded of 
the requirements concerning work on trees. The Clerk was requested to 
contact HDC to obtain details of all trees in the parish subject to tree 
preservation orders.  

  
15.54 Agenda Item 13: Transparency Code 2015 

 
The Clerk provided a brief summary of the new requirements imposed by 
the Transparency Code with regard to the publication of meeting 
agendas, minutes, financial and certain other information which are 
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effective from 1st July 2015. While creating an additional administrative 
burden the provisions were not considered unduly onerous. 

  
15.55 Agenda Item 14: Ownership of Village Assets 

 
Mrs Ascroft advised that details of the ownership of the Village Hall had 
been clarified and passed a packet of title information to the Clerk for 
safe-keeping. The position for the site of the former Village Institute and 
Millennium Wood was unclear and required further clarification. 

  
15.56 Agenda Item 15: Roadside advertising signs 

 
It was agreed that item would be carried forward. 

  
15.57 Agenda Item 16: Accounts to pay 

 
The following account was passed for payment, proposed by Mrs Ascroft, 
seconded by Mr Griffith and carried unanimously: 
 
CAPALC - Affiliation Fee 2015/2016 £67.77. 

  
15.58 Agenda Item 17: Correspondence 

 
None 

  
15.59 Agenda Item 18 Any other business 

 
Miss Davies reported there was an unpleasant smell from the 
construction site at 136 High Street.  

  
15.60 The meeting closed at 22.05 p.m. 
 


