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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd February 2011 in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Apologies:  Mr P. Jackson. 
 
Present: Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mrs J. Murray, Mr J. Murray, Mr. L 

Johnson, Mr C. Griffiths, Mrs B. Boddington and Mr R. 
West. 

 
Declarations 
of interest: None.  
 
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 14th December 2010 and 

the planning meeting of 27th January 2011 were read. It 
was proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr Johnson 
agreed unanimously that they were accurate records of 
the meetings and they were signed by the Chairman 
accordingly. 

 
Matters arising: The Chairman noted that all matters arising were covered 

by the agenda for the meeting and sought agreement that 
they be dealt with under the respective agenda items 
which was agreed. 

 
PC Election & Co-option 
 
The Clerk advised that following Mr Ascroft’s retirement from the Council, he 
had contacted HDC’s Elections Officer, Laura Lock, to confirm the appropriate 
procedures for co-option. The vacancy needed to be posted for a statutory 
period of ten working days. If, during that period, ten or more electors notified 
HDC requesting a formal election, one would need to be undertaken. If that 
number of requests was not reached, the Council could co-opt. As a result, 
the co-option to fill the vacant seat would need to be deferred until the 
required procedure had been completed. 
 
Parish Paths Partnership 
 
The Chairman advised that HDC’s district manager of the scheme, John 
Cooper, had been in contact with Mrs Peal as the local parish co-ordinator to 
confirm that at a cost of £450;  
 

• the rotten boards in the bridge crossing the brook would be replaced, 



 Page 2 

• steps would be constructed on the footpath to the rear of Thatcher’s 
Close, (but it was noted that these would not be sited in the area of 
most public use), 

• the culvert would be cleared. 
 
The Chairman noted that he had been contacted by Mr Tack to voice his 
support for the annual litter pick and the efforts of those involved to maintain 
the appearance of the village and it was hoped that there would be enough 
manpower available to clear the culvert and ditches next spring so that need 
not be proceeded with but the other works were acceptable.  
 
Mr Cooper had confirmed that a new sign post for the footpath to Papworth St 
Agnes would be erected near 4 Friends Close and the Clerk was asked to 
advise Mr & Mrs Smith accordingly. 
 
Cotton Farm Wind Farm 
 
The Clerk advised that the Cotton Farm Alliance had taken legal advice as to 
whether grounds existed to mount a challenge to the decision under the 
statutory appeal provisions, (broadly a judicial review as to whether the 
decision had been reached using due legal process), and had been advised 
that no grounds existed. As a result, the formal legal challenge was now over 
and the Alliance to jointly represent the interests of the Action Group and the 
parish councils of the affected villages would need to be dissolved. 
 
The indications were that the Action Group had not given up hope that other 
environmental factors, principally noise concerns, might still be progressed in 
opposition of the development. In reaching his decision, the Planning 
Inspector had chosen not to opine on the validity of disputed noise monitoring 
data under ESU 97 as he considered anyone affected had a legal remedy 
under the statutory nuisance legislation. The Action Group was looking into 
the possibility of setting up permanent noise monitoring equipment for this 
purpose. 
 
 Village Plan 
 
The Council discussed the Government’s localism principles and the potential 
influence the community’s views expressed in a properly adopted village plan 
might have on parish and district council strategy for local development and 
services. It was noted that although the Council might support such a plan it 
was not, strictly, a local government initiative and required the community’s 
support and involvement to be successful. 
 
Mrs Boddington and Mr West provided some insight into the experiences of 
other neighbouring villages and felt sure they would be happy to provide 
advice. 
 
To develop the proposal, it was felt that a sub-committee of volunteers be 
formed to survey the village to ascertain the views of residents and report the 
findings. The Chairman, Mr Griffiths and the Clerk indicated they would be 
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happy to be involved and it was agreed that they would initiate the creation of 
the committee and report back to the Council in due course. 
 
Retirement of Mr E.G. Ascroft 
 
The Chairman advised that a number of parishioners had contacted him to 
say they felt that as Mr Ascroft had not only served on the Council for nearly 
fifty years but had also been involved in many other village groups, it would be 
appropriate if the village hosted a reception to mark Mr Ascroft’s retirement. 
The Council agreed unanimously that it would work with the other groups with 
a view to holding an event in May. 
 
Speedwatch & crime prevention measures for the village 
 
The Council discussed the increased traffic volumes and speeding in the 
village seen as a result of the works to the A1198 at the Barnfield 
Lane/Lattenbury Bridge junction and the recent incidences of oil thefts and 
petty vandalism in the village. 
 
It was noted again that previous enquiries of Cambridgeshire County Council 
had indicated that there was no clear case for speed reduction measures and 
that the costs were considered prohibitive. Mrs Boddington advised that the 
Area Joint Transport Committee may be able to provide some support for 
such measures. 
 
Mr Griffiths felt that there may be some basis of restricting heavy goods 
vehicles through the village under basic road traffic act legislation. A County 
Council strategy meeting on HGV routing was to be held shortly which Mr 
Jackson had agreed to attend. 
 
Mrs Boddington confirmed that she and Mr West could arrange for a further 
speed monitoring exercise and they would revert with further details. 
 
Mrs Boddington left the meeting at 08.45 p.m. 
 
A parishioner had suggested that CCTV might be installed at the eastern and 
western approaches to the village as a crime prevention and detection 
measure. The Council saw the merits in this suggestion but were concerned 
at the logistical problems, for example provision of power and data collection 
facilities and also potential Data Protection Act problems. 
 
Mr West left the meeting at 09.10 p.m. 
 
Localism Bill 
 
The Council discussed the general concepts which appear to be contained in 
the Government’s intended initiative and felt that the proposals for a village 
plan discussed earlier was a good initial step in meeting any Government 
target. No further action was warranted until the plan had been explored more 
fully. 
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Accounts to Pay 
 
None. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Clerk advised that he had received the following; 
 

• Notification from the Society of Local Council Clerks drawing attention 
to the notice issued by HM Revenue & Customs that PAYE must be 
operated by all parish councils in respect of their Clerk’s remuneration 
with effect from 6th April 2011. 

 

• Letter from Cambridgeshire County Council advising of a review of the 
provision of local bus services as a result of the reduction or removal of 
operating subsidies. 

 

• Letter from Cambridgeshire County Council setting out details of a pilot 
scheme they had been operating for ‘Highway Wardens’ to be the 
single point of contact between parish and local councils and Highway 
Depots and inviting the Council to register any interest in the scheme. 
After discussion, it was decided not to register.  

 
 
 Any Other Business 
 

• The Council noted that the wedding of Prince William to Miss Catherine 
Middleton was to take place on 29th April and that this date was to be a 
public holiday. The Village Hall Events Committee was to intending to 
organise a street party. 

 

• The problem of leaves on the footways was discussed. The Clerk 
advised that he had contacted Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Highways Division to arrange a street sweeper and been advised that 
this would also be able to clear the footways. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.39 p.m. 


