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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 21st November 2011 in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Apologies:  Mrs B. Boddington and Mr R. West. Mr P. Jackson, (Vice 

Chairman), had informed the Clerk he had been delayed 
and would join the meeting as soon as possible. 

 
Present: Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, Mrs J. Murray, Mr 

J. Murray, Mr C. Griffiths and Mr L. Johnson.  
 
Declarations 
of interest: None.  
 
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 6th October 2011 were 

read. It was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Mr 
Griffiths and agreed unanimously that they were an 
accurate record of the meeting and signed by the 
Chairman accordingly. 

 
Matters arising: Leaves on footway 
 

The Clerk advised that he had contacted HDC to confirm 
arrangements for street cleansing and been advised that 
there was a street cleansing rota for the village with an 
approximate six weekly cleaning cycle. However, the 
routine sweeping would only normally cover the highway 
and any cleaning requirement for footways would need to 
be notified to HDC as this was scheduled individually. A 
request to clean the pavements had been lodged and 
would be followed up as necessary. 
 

Mr Jackson joined the meeting at 7.38 p.m. 
 

Speedwatch 
 
The Chairman had not yet contacted Mr Marcroft to clarify 
future plans for the initiative but agreed to follow up on 
this aspect. 
 
Mr Griffiths asked what actions would be taken against 
drivers who were caught speeding and the Clerk 
confirmed that as the police regarded this as an education 
initiative, the first stage was that a letter would be sent 
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from the police but that persistent offenders would receive 
a personal visit to discuss their behaviour. 
 
 
The Chairman noted that all other matters arising were 
covered by the agenda for the meeting and sought 
confirmation that they be dealt with under the respective 
agenda items which was agreed. 

 
Village Plan 
 
The Chairman advised he felt the two main issues arising from the plan were 
that; 
 

(a) although the initial proposal had originated from the Council, the plan 
was a wider community initiative and it was always intended that its 
findings would be made available to the community and this needed to 
be done effectively and, 

 
(b) the working party has invited the Council to comment on certain key 

elements of the report and an appropriate response needed to be 
drawn up. 

 
For (a), it was agreed that the plan should be published on the village website, 
two bound copies would be produced to be kept in the Village Hall and Baptist 
Chapel and Mr Griffiths agreed to produce thirty other copies for distribution to 
households in the village where it was known that they would not have access 
to the website. 
 
For (b), after discussion, it was felt important to manage the expectations of 
the parishioners to ensure that statutory, economic and practical difficulties in 
implementing comments that had been made would need to be 
communicated. The Chairman agreed to draft a letter setting out the Council’s 
initial responses to the particular findings which needed to be reviewed in 
more detail. Due to time constraints, it was agreed that the other matters on 
the agenda would be dealt with and the village plan discussed further 
following ‘Any other business’ as time allowed.   
 
Parish Paths Partnership 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the Partnership had agreed to clear and dig out 
the drainage culvert at the entrance to the cricket pitch when the opportunity 
arose.  
 
Cotton Farm Wind Farm 
 
The Clerk advised that The Action Group is continuing to monitor 
developments and the wider political and environmental concerns but 
otherwise there was little to report on the status of the wind farm. 
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HM Queen Elizabeth’s 60th Jubilee celebrations 
 
Various options were discussed as to how the Council might commemorate 
The Queen’s Jubilee. The distribution of commemorative items within the 
Council’s budget was felt to be outdated. The general view was that 
something to mark the occasion which was of perceived benefit to the village 
as a whole would be appropriate and the general consensus was to consider 
then planting of a bluebell wood on the site in the centre of the village where 
the village institute had stood. 
 
Localism Bill 
 
The Council discussed the broad concepts behind the Localism Bill and noted 
the Bill was aimed at giving more power and influence to local and parish 
councils over matters such as the provision of services, planning obligations, 
etc., but it was further noted that this could place wider obligations on and 
require more commitment from councillors and council officers than hitherto. 
 
Planning & environmental health aspects – residential usage 
 
The potential planning and environmental aspects and aesthetic 
considerations were discussed in connection with the motor caravan at 2 High 
Street. Mr Jackson volunteered to raise this with the occupiers. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Clerk confirmed that an increasing volume of correspondence from HDC, 
other official and community sources was being received and circulated by 
email. 
 
Any Other Business 
 

• Mr Johnson noted that the damaged surface of the road at the western 
end of the village had been marked up seemingly for remedial work 
and thought progress should be monitored. 

 

• The Chairman and Mrs Ascroft advised that Gordon Ascroft’s recent 
health problems were improving slowly. 

 

• It was noted that Mr Woodhouse who had lived in the village for some 
years and served as a councillor would be moving home shortly. 
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Village Plan – Further discussion 
 
The main areas raised under the plan responses were; 
 
Traffic calming 
 
The main aspects of the concerns raised by villagers were, as anticipated, 
traffic volumes, speeding and vehicle size. Potential actions were discussed 
including vehicle access restrictions, carriageway width and height 
restrictions. All would need to be progressed with Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s Highways Division and it was noted that funding and council 
resource limitations were likely to be the main obstacles and that any actions 
undertaken would need to be legal and in compliance with local district council 
policy. 
 
Mrs Ascroft had explored the possibility of obtaining 30mph warning stickers 
that could be affixed to wheelie bins. Typically these would cost of the order of 
£390 for a thousand stickers. It was proposed by Mrs Murray, seconded by 
Mrs Ascroft and carried unanimously that the purchase of an appropriate 
number to cover properties along the High Street be investigated. 
 
Bus & Public Transport 
 
It was noted that there was insufficient support within the village to mount a 
credible argument with the District Council for either the retention or 
augmentation of bus services in the current economic climate. Villagers 
themselves could clearly arrange initiatives like car-sharing to and from St 
Neots station and the Council would do it all it could to promote such actions. 
 
Local Services 
 
The community services items commented on in the plan, for example, 
newspaper collection and delivery were beyond the remit of the Parish 
Council but it would support any initiatives residents might implement and 
promote them through the Council’s communications. 
 
  
At this point it was agreed to adjourn the discussions and reconvene in the 
Village Hall on 22nd November 2011 at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.09 p.m. 
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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Addendum to Parish Council meeting of 21st November 2011 

 
Further discussion on conclusions in the Yelling village plan held in the Village 

Hall on 22nd November 2011 at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
Road & Footway Maintenance 
 
The Council reaffirmed its intention to report any damaged areas but noted 
that was also easy for parishioners to report any issues themselves. 
Completing the footway through the village is a long running issue. Funding is 
a major problem but also there are potential logistical difficulties relating to 
land ownership and County Council policy. The Parish Council would look to 
explore the possibilities with Cambs CC at opportunity. 
 
Street Lighting 
 
The overwhelming view of parishioners was against any further street lighting. 
 
Broadband 
 
The broadband service is seen as reliable but slow which adversely affects 
home based workers or businesses. The Council will progress BT, local and 
district councillors, Cambs CC and our MP to try to secure information about 
the timing and extent of upgrades to the service. 
 
Crime & Anti-social Behaviour 
 
While the level of crime and anti-social behaviour is relatively low, the 
telephone tree and access to the e-cops website can help with spreading 
information. 
 
Dog waste remains a perennial problem and the Council has obtained and 
additional waste bin at the entrance to the cricket field.  The Council issues 
regular reminders to dog walkers. 
 
The idea of CCTV has been considered but rejected as it is too costly, 
intrusive and impractical.    
 
Social & Leisure Facilities 
 
Mr Griffiths provided and update on the Village Hall Committee’s plans to 
create a private play area in the garden near the outdoor barbeque area. 
 
Public play areas were discussed generally and it was agreed that the main 
problem was the absence of any suitable locations for rental or purchase. 
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Possibilities were the area behind Home Farm in Bridle End and the scrub 
area near the entrance of the cricket field car park. Both areas were owned by 
local landowners which presented difficulties. It was noted that Mrs 
Boddington has suggested that other villages had had some success with 
schemes and she might be contacted for further details. 
 
It was noted that a youth club used to be run in the village hall and there was 
some discussion that this might be resurrected. This again was beyond the 
Parish Councils remit and would need to be subject to demand, finding 
volunteers and legal considerations. 
 
The plan had a number of suggestions for additional facilities for older 
parishioners but most would need to be co-ordinated and fell beyond the 
responsibility of the Council. 
 
The comments received on the improved facilities at the Village Hall and 
Social Club were noted. 
 
Local Environment & Wildlife 
 
The Council undertook to explore the creation of a bluebell wood on common 
land in the centre of the village, the provision and planting of bulbs in the 
roadside verges and to encourage the deployment of bird-boxes. Any 
initiatives will rely heavily on the support of parishioners and the village 
website and email communications will be used to promote these and any 
other viable opportunities. 
 
Housing 
 
The Council acknowledged the majority view that the village cannot support 
any further infill developments. However, the Council is required to consider 
planning applications having due regard for stated regional and district 
planning policies and it must be noted that limited in-filling remains an 
accepted planning policy. 
 
 
 


