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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd November 2009 in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Apologies:  None. 
 
Present: Mr E. G. Ascroft (Chairman), Mr J. Peal (Vice Chairman), 

Mrs J. Murray, Mr J. Murray, Mr P. Woodhouse, Mr P. 
Jackson, Mr L. Johnson. 

 
Declarations 
of interest: None. 
 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the meetings of 8th December 2008, 26th 

May 2009 and 7th September 2009 were read agreed 
unanimously that they were accurate records and all 
signed by the Chairman according. 

 
Matters arising: None. 
 
 
Precept 2010 
 
The Clerk circulated details of the current year expenditure to date and 
projections for the precept required for 2010/2011 which was estimated at 
£2,000.00. After discussion it was proposed by Mr Murray seconded by Mr 
Johnson and carried unanimously that the application be submitted for this 
amount.  
 
Joint Funded Minor Improvement Schemes 2010/2011 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s applications under the above scheme for  
 

(i) additional footway between the village sign post and the Baptist Chapel 
and, 

(ii) speed reduction measures 
 

had been unsuccessful as they exceeded the scheme’s cost limit of £35,000. 
 
Parish Electoral Review 
 
The Clerk advised that the Review had been completed and no amendments 
to the existing boundaries were proposed. 
 
Cotton Farm Wind Farm 
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The Clerk advised that the planning application 0802296FUL made by 
nPower was to come before HDC’s Development Management Panel meeting 
on 16th November for determination. Time allowed for speakers to address 
the Panel was strictly limited. Mr Richard Brewster, one of the village’s 
representatives on the Cotton farm Action Group, had indicated he would be 
willing to speak as the Council’s representative if time was allocated which 
was agreed unanimously. 
 
 Accounts to pay 
 
The following accounts were presented for payment. 
 
Zurich Insurance Parish Council Block Insurance £218.0 
Moore Stephens Audit 2008/09 £57.50 
 
Payment was proposed by Mrs Murray, seconded by Mr Peal and carried 
unanimously 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Clerk advised that; 
 

(i) A letter had been received from NATS to advise that as a result of the 
general economic downturn there was less urgency than originally to 
redesign the usage of airspace and would be no second public 
consultation of revised air routes until at least September 2010. 

 
(ii) Letters had been received from Victim Support and Huntingdonshire 

Citizens Advice Bureau seeking donations but these should be 
considered at the annual Parish meeting. 

 
Any Other Business 
 
 
The Council noted that an entrance appeared to being created from the public 
highway onto land owned by Mr. & Mrs. Mott at the eastern approach to the 
village. The Chairman noted that there was an existing gate and that this 
might simply be works to renovate that entrance. 
 
Mr. Woodhouse noted that some work had been carried out by sub-
contractors for Cambridgeshire County Council on the verges to the highway 
near his property which had partially blocked the drainage cuttings into the 
brook. He suggested that it may be appropriate to confirm that maintenance of 
the brook and other drainage ditches which fed it were the county council’s 
responsibility. 
 
Mr. Peal noted that a new bridge had been erected over the stream on the 
footpath behind his property but that the clearance to the streambed appeared 
inadequate. He had spoken to the farm manager about increasing it but the 
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manager had opined that he felt it was sufficient. The Chairman advised that 
he would take it up with the manager himself and advise in due course. Mr. 
Peal also noted that the construction of the bridge was part of the round of 
works to be funded under the Parish Paths Partnership grant scheme but that 
no request for payment had so far been received and he agreed to clarify the 
position with the PPP representative. 
 
The Chairman noted that there was a dead ash tree near one of the village 
footpaths on private land where the landowner’s solicitors were understood to 
be Wilkinson & Butler and that the potential danger may need to be brought to 
their attention. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.24 p.m. 


