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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 19th July 2010 in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Apologies: Mrs B. Boddington, Mr R. West. Mr P. Jackson had 

advised he would be joining the meeting late. 
 
Present: Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mrs J. Murray, Mr J. Murray,  

Mr E. G. Ascroft, Mr L. Jackson. 
 
Declarations 
of interest: Mr Ascroft declared an interest in respect of item 6 on the 

agenda. 
 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 24th May 2010 were read. It 

was proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr L. 
Jackson and agreed unanimously that they were an 
accurate record of the meeting and they were signed by 
the Chairman accordingly. 

 
Matters arising: 
 
Cotton Farm 
Wind Farm: It was noted that the wind farm was on the agenda and 

the matters arising would be dealt with under that item. 
 
Replacement 
of Notice Boards: The Clerk advised that Mr Jackson had now received the 

written estimate via Mr Hamilton-Rimmer from Mr R. J 
Rayner in the amount of £690 and that this was for the 
replacement of both notice boards and not one as 
previously understood. Further, header boards bearing 
the name of the Council could be provided for an 
additional £250, i.e., a total cost of £940 which was within 
the budget previously agreed. In accordance with the 
delegated approval given by the Council at the meeting of 
22nd February 2010, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
had agreed the estimate and the Chairman had instructed 
Mr Rayner to proceed. 

 
Flooding near 
cricket field: The Clerk advised that Mrs Peal, the Parish Paths 

Partnership representative, had confirmed that an 
application for funding to solve the drainage problem had 
been made. However, John Course, the contractor who 
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installed the gate had suggested that this may be a job to 
be attended to by the district council and Mrs Peal had 
indicated that she would clarify this in due course. 

 
In addition to the drainage problem, Mrs Peal had advised 
that funding had been sought to cover the following two 
points; 
 

• Creation of steps in the steep incline from the new 
bridge on Footpath 1, approximate cost £500. It 
must be noted that these works are not essential 
as there is an alternative less steep slope that can 
be used. 

 

• Replacement of rotten boards across the brook 
adjacent to 128 High Street which has only just 
come to her attention. A quotation is yet to be 
obtained but Mrs Peal considers this the highest 
priority.  

 
Potholes: These have been attended to, however, it was noted the 

repairs effected would be unlikely to last long term 
 
Mr Jackson joined the meeting at 7.45 p.m. 
 
PC Election & Co-option of members 
 
The Clerk advised that he had contacted HDC’s Democratic Services to seek 
clarification of a question raised by Mr Ascroft as to whether possible personal 
and prejudicial interests might arise given that his daughter, Mrs Ascroft-
Walker, was a candidate. Democratic Services were of the view that such 
interests could indeed arise not only in Mr Ascroft’s case, but also for any 
other Councillors where the candidates were well known to them. The Clerk 
had pointed out that in a village of Yelling’s size, this would be almost 
unavoidable and he had accordingly, been referred to HDC’s Monitoring 
Officer, Colin Meadowcroft for adjudication. Mr Meadowcroft understood the 
difficulties and would seek further advice and revert but that pending 
confirmation the election would best be postponed. 
 
The Clerk also noted that the candidate summaries he had sought had only 
been provided in two instances and he would press the remaining candidates 
for these summaries and to confirm their interest.  
 
 
12 Bridle End – Listed Building Consent Application 1001032LBC & Planning 
Application 1001108FUL 
 
Mr Ascroft confirmed that he had an interest in these items as he was a tenant 
of land adjoining the property with shared access on two approaches and was 
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in dispute over certain boundary placement issues and would take no further 
part in the discussions. 
 
Listed Building Consent Application 1001032LBC 
 
The proposals and plans for the internal and external alterations to the semi-
derelict building were viewed and discussed. It was proposed by Mrs J. 
Murray, seconded by Mr P. Jackson and carried unanimously that the 
application be recommended for acceptance as the proposals; 
 
(a) will enable the property to be returned to a habitable condition using the 
appropriate traditional materials and construction methods and protect the 
appearance and fabric of the building for the future and, 
 
(b) where they provide for alterations to the structure and use of the existing 
building, for example, the conversion of the garage into habitable living 
accommodation, these appear to be sympathetic with the pre-existing 
structure and construction and will not adversely impact the perception of the 
property as a traditional rural building. 
 
Planning Application 1001108FUL 
 
The proposals and plans for the erection of a new boundary fence and gates 
to the property were viewed and discussed. 
 
It was noted that the Design and Access Statement, in particular item 8, 
forming part of the application states that vehicular and transport links are not 
considered relevant and the plans as submitted indicate that access to the 
property for vehicular traffic is not directly from Bridle End but from a track 
which runs adjacent to but outside the defined perimeter boundary of the 
property. This track provides access to neighbouring land and farm buildings 
and it was not confirmed if any appropriate permissions and access rights 
have been considered and properly addressed by the applicants or their 
agents. 
 
It was proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr L. Johnson and carried 
unanimously that the application be recommended for acceptance as the 
proposed fence and gates will restore the boundary limits to the land adjoining 
the property which have fallen into disrepair and their height and construction 
is consistent with others in the surrounding area. However, this 
recommendation was subject to drawing HDC’s attention to the questions of 
access set out above and that they should be confirmed as a condition of any 
approval. 
 
 
Cotton Farm Wind Farm  
 
The Clerk advised that the Planning Inquiry which had been expected to 
conclude on 2nd June had been extended to allow for submissions from 
certain interested parties which only had become apparent during the course 
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of the hearing itself. This was a limited extension only allowing these specific 
representations and responses from the other parties. Further, the new 
Government had withdrawn certain Regional Development Strategy 
documents and the Planning Inspector had invited the parties to make 
representations on whether this withdrawal impacted on their arguments and, 
if so, in what way. As a result, the Inspector’s decision is delayed and not 
expected until the end of August at the earliest. 
 
Accounts to pay 
 
None. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Clerk advised that; 
 

1. A letter had been received from HDC inviting attendance at a Planning 
Forum for two representatives from the Council on 26th July. After 
discussion, the content of the forum was not thought relevant. 

 
2. HDC had notified a planning enforcement case pending in respect of 

121 High Street. The current owner, Mr Hubbard, has applied to 
replace the existing uPVC windows with traditional wooden sash 
windows. This application appears to have highlighted that the uPVC 
windows were installed by a former occupant prior to Mr Hubbard’s 
purchase in 1994 in breach of listed building consent conditions. It 
appears that the appropriate application, 1000473LBC has now been 
submitted and was granted on 9th June 2010, without coming before 
the Council.  

 
Any Other Business 
 
There was a general discussion about the condition of the Millennium Wood 
and the absence of assistance which can be expected from either the District 
or County councils in view of the current economic situation for maintenance 
or replacement of the trees which have died. Previous maintenance from a 
neighbouring farmer can no longer be relied on and it was suggested by Mr 
Jackson that there was little option other to maintain the wood ourselves. This 
was generally agreed for discussion at a future meeting. 
 
Mr Johnson advised that Denise Hall should be contacted in respect of 
outstanding and future contributions for the maintenance of the village 
website due from the cricket club. 
 
Mrs J. Murray advised that she had noted recently that there 27 signs relating 
to past village events were still posted on the verges between Top Planting 
and the Village Hall. She suggested that this presented a confused and 
messy picture of village organisation and sought the opinion of other 
councillors. The general feeling was that the number of events organised in 
the village was very creditable for such a small community and should be 
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encouraged. Promoting these events as widely as possible was vital to their 
success and roadside signs could not be erected more than seven days in 
advance. It was suggested that a diplomatic approach to Colin Griffiths, 
Chairman of the Village Hall committee, might be the best way to deal with 
this with the situation to be monitored. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the winners of the Best Kept Garden 
Competition for 2010 were John and Vi Tack but this was not announced as 
customary at the Jazz Night due to some last minute confusion. There was 
some discussion as to whether the competition might extend to gardens not 
visible from the road for future competitions. However, as the competition was 
introduced with the intention of keeping the village in good order this was 
generally felt to be impractical but possibly a matter for further debate in 
advance of the 2011 competition. Mrs Murray asked if any other councillors 
were aware of any provisions which required gardens to be maintained to a 
particular standard but the general feeling was that that this was unlikely. Mr 
Jackson suggested that one option open to promote higher standards might 
be to enter the village in a regional or national best kept village competition. 
Mr Ascroft recalled that the village had at one time won just such a 
competition but this dated back to a time when the entry was not solicited and 
was free and this was unlikely to be the situation now. It was agreed that the 
situation would be monitored for further consideration as appropriate. 
 
Mr Johnson advised that some residents had complained about noise from a 
cockerel allegedly being kept at 2 High Street and had enquired if there was 
anything that could be done. The general view was that this was an intrinsic 
part of rural life and particular nuisance issues were a matter between HDC’s 
environmental control department and the residents concerned.   
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.44 p.m. 


