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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th December in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Apologies: Mr E.G. Ascroft, Mrs B. Boddington. 
 
Present: Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mr P. Jackson (Vice Chairman), 

Mrs J. Murray, Mr J. Murray, Mr L. Johnson, Mr C. 
Griffiths and Mr R. West 

 
Declarations 
of interest: None. 
   
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 23rd September 2010 were 

read. It was proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr P. 
Jackson and agreed unanimously that they were an 
accurate record of the meeting and they were signed by 
the Chairman accordingly. 

 
Matters arising: 
 
Cotton Farm 
Wind Farm: It was noted that the Planning Inquiry decision in 

nPower’s appeal against the rejection of their planning 
application by HDC’s Development Management Panel in 
November 2009 had been released earlier in the day. The 
Inspector had agreed to allow the appeal. 

 
After some discussion about the reasons cited by the 
Inspector in reaching his decision, the Council were 
unanimous in expressing their anger and concern that this 
had been reached despite the universal condemnation of 
the proposal by HDC’s Planning Department officers, the 
Development Management Panel, the parish councils of 
Offord Darcy & Offord Cluny, Toseland, Graveley, Great 
Paxton and the overwhelming majority of the local 
population. The Council noted that the environmental 
benefits claimed by nPower would not be delivered. 

 
 The Clerk advised that the Cotton Farm Action group 

were taking legal advice as to whether grounds existed to 
mount a challenge to the decision under the statutory 
appeal provisions, (broadly a judicial review as to whether 
the decision had been reached using due legal process). 
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Replacement 
of Notice Boards: The Chairman and Clerk brought the Council up to date 

with recent developments. It appeared that Mr Rayner 
was no longer interested in supplying the replacement 
noticeboards. Mr Hamilton-Rimmer had been able to 
suggest an alternative supplier, Lawrence Smith Joinery 
Ltd. A quote had been obtained at £750 plus VAT for 
each board which was significantly more than Mr 
Rayner’s and might explain his reluctance to proceed. 
However, as this quotation still compared favourably 
against those obtained previously from internet sources, 
the sub-committee had accepted this quote in order to 
expedite the replacement of the boards which had been 
now under consideration for over two years. The boards 
had now been delivered and erected by the Chairman and 
the Clerk. 

 
The Council agreed that the increased cost was 
acceptable and it was proposed by Mr P. Jackson, 
seconded by Mr J. Murray and carried unanimously that 
the account from Lawrence Smith Joinery Ltd of 
£1,762.50 be passed for payment. 
 

 
Flooding near 
cricket field: The Chairman provided an update on this matter and 

other Parish Paths Partnership actions; 
 

• HDC’s PPP co-ordinator had confirmed that the 
responsibility for remedying the flooding near the 
cricket pitch is strictly that of the landowner, the 
PPP would clear the culvert and the streambed for 
a metre each side. The Council noted that a 
working party may need to be formed if further 
clearance work is necessary. 

 

• The PPP would arrange for the replacement of the 
rotten boards in the bridge across the brook 
adjacent to 128 High Street but this had not yet 
been actioned. 

 

• The quotation for the creation of steps in the steep 
incline from the new bridge on Footpath 1 was still 
extant and the PPP would advise further, however, 
this was considered low priority. 

 
Car parking at 
2 High Street: The Clerk advised that he had not yet been able to 

conclude the enquiries with HDC concerning the planning 
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and environmental implications about the parking at the 
address but would report further at the next meeting. 

 
Precept 2011/2012 
 
The Clerk circulated details of the projections for the precept required for 
2011/12 which was estimated at £2,000.00. After discussion it was proposed 
by Mr P. Jackson, seconded by Mr L. Johnson and carried unanimously that 
the application be submitted for this amount.  
 
Small Scale Environmental Improvement Scheme 
 
The Clerk advised that he had received a communication from Mrs Newbold 
on behalf of the Village Hall Committee to advise that they were intending to 
make an application under the scheme for remedial works to the external 
brickwork of the Hall and wanted to know if the Council would be prepared to 
support the application and provide the necessary contribution of £1 per 
elector. Given the current situation with regard to local authority funding and 
that the normal invitation to submit an application of behalf of the Council had 
not been received, the Clerk further advised that he had contacted the 
Scheme administrator at HDC who had confirmed that it was uncertain if 
funding would enable the Scheme to operate this year. 
 
After discussion, the Council noted (a) the central part the Hall plays in the 
community as the only public meeting place and focus for many village events 
and (b) the increased usage it has received from parishioners and others and 
agreed that it should be maintained and improved where possible. It was 
proposed by Mrs J. Murray, seconded by Mr L. Johnson and carried 
unanimously that, in the event that the Scheme does operate, the Hall’s 
application be supported and funds made available to meet the contribution. 
 
Accounts to Pay 
 
The account for Lawrence Smith Joinery Ltd was passed as noted above. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Clerk advised that letters had been received; 
 

• from HDC, Environmental Management Division inviting one 
representative from the Council to attend a Flood Forum meeting 
involving various environmental agencies from HDC and 
Cambridgeshire County Council on 3rd March 2011 at Pathfinder 
House, Huntingdon. The letter notes that councils should not feel 
obliged to send a representative unless they had particular concerns or 
questions to raise as minutes would be circulated. The Council felt that, 
given Yelling’s flood history, representation was not warranted. 

 

• from HDC, Environmental & Community Health Services to raise 
awareness of the ‘Scores on the Doors’ food hygiene rating scheme 
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under which local business are rated and their rating made available on 
an internet site and seeking the Council’s promotion of the scheme at 
opportunity.  

 

• From Cambridgeshire County Council, Environment Services advising 
of roadworks to be commenced at the A1198 Barnfield 
Lane/Lattenbury Bridge junction in February 2011 for a period lasting 
up to 12 weeks. The works are an ‘Accident Remedial Scheme’ to 
reduce the risk of accidents at the location by improved signing, lining 
and kerb realignment. The letter attributes 10 reported injury accidents 
at the junction between 1st January 2005 and 31st December 2009, 3 of 
which were serious. The Council noted that these works would 
increase traffic volumes through Yelling during these works for traffic 
from Graveley wishing to join the A1198/A14. It was further noted that 
these works have been instigated as a result of a specific accident 
record and that the same might be used in arguments to improve the 
safety at the Toseland crossroads which might well be comparable but 
with at least one fatal accident. It was agreed that further consideration 
should be given to establishing a register of accidents and near 
misses. 

 

• An email had been received from a Mr David Evans concerning a 
potential planning application he was considering making for 22 acres 
of land he owns on the eastern approach to the village. Broadly, the 
application was to establish a fish farming operation, several holiday 
chalets for letting and a farm shop. Mr Evans was asking if he might 
meet with the Council to discuss his proposals and to obtain any 
thoughts and advice it might offer. 

 
The Clerk reminded the Council that in order to maintain impartiality 
and prevent the creation of any prejudicial interests or opinions, it was 
normal policy only to consider formal applications received through the 
appropriate channels. 
 
After some discussion, it was proposed by Mr P. Jackson, seconded by 
Mrs J. Murray and carried unanimously that the meeting be declined. 

 
 
Any Other Business 
 
Mr West sought approval from the Chairman to provide information to the 
Council on the following of matters of interest; 
 

• both he and Mrs Boddington were very disappointed with the decision 
arrived at by the Planning Inspector over the Cotton Farm Wind Farm 
appeal after the application had been found deficient by HDC’s 
planning officers and rejected unanimously by the Development 
Management Panel. As had been reported earlier in the meeting, the 
only avenue now open was next stage was to undertake a statutory 
appeal against the decision in the High Court if grounds existed. 
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• the Development Management Panel on 8th July had approved an 
application to construct a new 200 hectare golf course at land adjacent 
to Paxton Hill Road and Toseland Road despite the objections of the 
parish councils for both Great Paxton and Toseland. He was personally 
opposed to the development which appeared to have limited economic 
viability in the current economic climate as the existing golf courses in 
the surrounding area were already under subscribed. There was 
considerable local concern that the application could be an initial step 
in a strategy to change the land use for residential development. 

 

• Cambridgeshire County Council was looking for a reduction of £160m 
to the highways budget in the current economic cutbacks. The poor 
standard of maintenance of the county’s roads and footpaths had not 
gone unnoticed and the contract with the main contractor was up for 
review and would have to be managed more effectively to deliver better 
standards. More would be known in February 2011. 

 

• There had been much debate in the media about the Government’s 
Localism Bill and ‘Big Society’ aspirations. Richard agreed to contact 
the Clerk concerning any relevant information and developments. 

 

• speeding through the village was clearly a concern and, while 
budgetary restraints might not allow the Council to apply for certain 
measures, others that might be considered could be; 

 
� to remove white centre lines which had been found to lessen 

speeds under certain circumstances by reducing driver confidence 
in road layout and positioning, 

� red tarmac strips with speed limit figures. 
 

The Chairman thanked Mr West for his support and participation. 
 
 
The Clerk advised that he had had some difficulty obtaining a replacement 
cheque book on the Council’s account with Barclays Bank PLC as he was not 
a signatory. Barclay’s had suggested authority could be given which would 
enable limited access to information and activity without compromising the 
security of the account. The appropriate form would be provided which the 
Clerk would produce for future discussion. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10 p.m. 


