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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th December 2008 in the 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 

 
 
 
Apologies:  None 
 
Present:  Mr E. G. Ascroft (Chairman), Mr J. Peal (Vice Chairman), Mrs 

J. Murray, Mr. L Johnson, Mr J. Murray and Mr P. 
Woodhouse. Mr P. Jackson joined the meeting at 8.04 p.m. 

 
Declarations 
of interest: None. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the meetings of 15th September and 22nd 

September were read. It was proposed by Mr Peal, seconded 
by Mr Woodhouse and agreed unanimously that they were an 
accurate record and they were signed by the Chairman 
accordingly. 

 
Matters arising: 
 
Surface water: It was noted that the surface water problem at Bridle End 

appeared to have been resolved following repairs to the 
drainage system by Cambridgeshire County Council. The 
Clerk was asked to write a letter to the area supervisor, Mr 
Murdoch, expressing the Council’s appreciation that this long 
standing matter had been addressed. 

 
Dog Control: The Clerk reported that Huntingdonshire District Council 

appeared quite receptive to the provision of an additional bin, 
(possibly more than one subject to need), and also would be 
prepared to relocate existing bins if this would help. The 
Council discussed the potential for alternative locations and it 
was agreed that the Clerk should investigate the provision of 
two further bins at the entrance to the Cricket pitch as 
previously suggested and at Bridle End adjacent to the street 
sign.  

 
Speeding: The Clerk reported that he had contacted the Highways 

Division at Cambridgeshire County Council to discuss speed 
reduction measures. The advice received was that funding for 
any measures would need to be applied for under the Joint 
Funded Minor Road Improvements Scheme. The next 
application could not be made until August 2009 and the 
Scheme was always oversubscribed. The Clerk had also 
contacted the Clerk to Toseland Parish Council to find out 
their experience in obtaining their speed activated warning 
sign and was awaiting a response. 
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 The Council also noted that any measures would impact 
primarily on residents and would need to be appropriate for 
the nature of the traffic passing through the village. For 
example, speed bumps might prove ineffective and 
unpopular.  

 
Village 
Website:  Mr Peal advised that after the very favourable initial response 

interest had waned a little, particularly as the onset of winter 
meant there were fewer activities on the village calendar. He 
asked for any suggestions to stimulate interest. The Chairman 
considered that the minutes of Council meetings could be 
published on the website in draft pending ratification. The 
Clerk also felt that the use of the website could be important 
in connection with item 6 on the agenda concerning the 
Council’s obligations under the Freedom of Information Act  

 
Cotton Farm 
Wind Farm: The Clerk reported that the Council’s objection to the planning 

application had been submitted to Huntingdonshire District 
Council. All the other parish councils consulted had voted 
unanimously to oppose the application and had lodged similar 
objections. South Cambridgeshire District Council’s planning 
committee had met on 5th November and reached a similar 
unanimous conclusion and were understood to have written to 
HDC accordingly. 

 
It was understood that the application had not come before 
the meeting of HDC’s Development Control Panel on 17th 
November and it was generally thought it would be unlikely to 
be considered until sometime in the first quarter of 2009. 

 
Overgrown 
Hedgerows: The Clerk advised that he had not yet written to Mr & Mrs Mott 

asking them to arrange for the hedges to be trimmed back but 
would do so as soon as possible. 

 
Damage 
to footway: The Clerk advised that he had reported the damage to 

footway near the entrance to Rectory Farm to Cambridgeshire 
County Council. 

 
 
Planning 
Enforcement: The Clerk advised that he had contacted Mrs Kinnersley, the 

Planning Enforcement Supervisor at Huntingdonshire District 
Council, for news about the position for 6 Friends Close. She 
had advised that an application had not been submitted and 
the matter was under consideration to determine what action 
was to be taken. After discussion, the Council concluded that 
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enforcement action was appropriate in this case and the Clerk 
was instructed to write to HDC to express the Council’s views. 

Notice 
Boards:  The Clerk advised that the cost of renewing the notice boards 

could be somewhere in the range of £500 - £700 each. As the 
basic structure of both boards appears sound and only the 
doors have deteriorated badly, the Council felt that the 
replacement of the doors alone should be investigated. Mr 
Peal advised that he had used a joiner for some personal 
work and could ask him to quote but he was likely to be quite 
expensive. The Chairman stressed that more than one 
quotation would need to be obtained. 

 
 
Mr Jackson joined the meeting at 8.04 p.m. 
 
 
Precept 2009 
 
The Clerk circulated details of the current year expenditure to date and 
projections for the precept required for 2009/2010 which was estimated at 
£1,500.00. It was proposed by Mrs J Murray, seconded by Mr L. Johnson and 
carried unanimously that this amount be applied for. In reaching this estimate, 
the Chairman felt that it would be appropriate to consider increasing the 
Clerk’s salary for the forthcoming year to £500. It was proposed by Mr J. Peal, 
seconded by Mr P. Jackson and carried unanimously that this increase be 
adopted. 
 
Freedom of Information Act – Requirements from January 2009 
 
The Clerk advised that he had received a letter at the end of November from 
the Information Commissioner’s Office setting out the requirements which all 
parish, town and district councils would be required to adopt with effect from 
1st January 2009. Broadly, the Act requires; 
 

• every public authority to adopt and maintain a publication scheme 
which has been approved by the Information Commissioner, 

 

• to publish information in accordance with that scheme. 
 
There is one approved model scheme which needs to be adopted by all public 
authorities which utilises a standardised template aggregating information 
under seven broad categories. Every authority then needs to prepare a guide 
for the public giving details of the information the authority will provide, in what 
format it will be provided and at what cost. 
 
The model scheme acknowledges the importance that local authority websites 
could have in making information available but Mrs Murray said she felt that 
undue emphasis should not be given to the village’s website as a medium for 
disseminating information which was duly noted. 
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It was proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr J. Peal and carried 
unanimously that the model publication scheme be adopted. The Clerk was 
requested to commence the completion of the template and guide. 
 
Parish Paths Partnership Application for 2009/2010 
 
The Clerk advised that the application for grant monies under this scheme for 
the next financial year needed to be submitted by the end of February 2009. It 
was noted that the scheme was on a rolling basis which required all 
applications to record the progress of previously approved projects and 
unspent balances. The grant obtained for 2008/09 to replace the gate near 
the cricket ground entrance with a kissing gate had not yet been spent. Mr 
Peal advised that Mrs Peal had obtained some specifications for kissing gates 
which idicated that they were much wider than expected and as a result 
possibly not suitable. A plain gate might prove a better alternative and Mr Peal 
provided details for consideration. It was proposed by Mr Peal, seconded by 
Mr Woodhouse and carried unanimously that a plain gate be obtained and 
installed. 
 
Pitt Review – Surface Water Flooding Data Gathering 
 
The Clerk advised that he had received a letter from the Environment 
Management Division at Huntingdonshire District Council in connection with 
the above review into the flooding problems seen throughout the country 
during the summer of 2007. The review recommended that the Environment 
Agency, supported by local authorities, should identify areas at highest risk of 
surface water flooding. As a result, HDC were asking all parish councils to 
provide data on surface water flooding with the intention of having 80% of 
data collected by 31st March 2009 with 100% collected by 30th January 2010. 
 
The Council noted that there had been some instances of surface water 
flooding in the village stretching back over some years and agreed that it 
would be appropriate to respond to the survey and asked the Clerk to start 
looking at the data required. 
 
 
Small Scale Environmental Improvement Scheme 
 
The Clerk advised that applications under the above scheme were due to be 
received by Huntingdonshire District Council very shortly. Possible 
alternatives were discussed after noting the limitations of the scheme and it 
was agreed that an application be submitted to improve the drainage for the 
start of the bridleway leading from the Equestrian Centre to the A428. 
 
It was also noted that the Scheme appeared to be open to a range of 
applicants and could be of interest to the Village Hall. The Clerk was asked to 
clarify the requirements for eligibility and pass to the Chairman of the Village 
Hall if appropriate. 
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Accounts to Pay 
 
None. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The Clerk advised that an application had been received seeking funding for 
Huntingdon Community Radio. After discussion it was agreed that the 
application be passed over as it was not considered it would serve the 
interests of village residents. 
 
Any Other Business 
 
 
Mr Peal noted that there had been another accident recently at the Toseland 
crossroads which had resulted in the death of the driver of one of the cars 
involved. The Chairman advised that he had already been in contact with the 
David Frost, Road Safety Officer at the Highways Division of Cambridgeshire 
County Council, to discuss our concerns and seek a site meeting and would 
report to the Council in due course. 
 
The Chairman reported another instance of flytipping at top planting and the 
Clerk was asked to report the matter again to South Cambridgeshire District 
Council. It was also noted that rubbish had been dumped at the cricket pitch 
car park. Evidence had been found that connected it to a village resident and 
this had been reported to Huntingdonshire District Council. The rubbish had 
now been removed but further action would be taken by HDC as appropriate. 
 
Mr Jackson raised the question of speeding in the village. The Chairman 
reiterated the discussions which had taken place before Mr Jackson had 
joined the meeting. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45 p.m. 
 


