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YELLING PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 26th May 2015 
 in the Village Hall at 8.30 p.m. 

 
 

Minute 
Ref. 

 

  
15.76 Apologies for absence: 

 
Mr C. Griffith, Mrs B. Boddington and Mr R. West (District Councillors). 

  
15.76.1 Present:  

 
Mr J. Peal (Chairman), Mr P. Jackson (Vice Chairman), Mrs S. Ascroft, 
Miss K. Davies, Mr A. Fusco and Mr P. Webb. 
 
Ms J. Wisson (County Councillor). 

  
15.77 Declarations of interest: 

 
None. 

  
15.78 Agenda Item 3: Appointment of Chairman and Vice Chairman 

 
The Chairman vacated the chair. The Clerk asked for nominations for 
Chairman. It was proposed by Mr Jackson and seconded by Mrs Ascroft 
that Mr Peal be re-elected. There were no other nominations. Mr Peal’s re-
election was carried unanimously 
 
Mr Peal took the chair and asked for nominations for Vice-Chairman. It 
was proposed by Mr Webb and seconded by Mrs Ascroft that Mr Jackson 
be re-elected. There were no other nominations. Mr Jackson’s re-election 
was carried unanimously. 

  
15.79 Agenda Item 4: Open Forum 

 
No parishioners present. 

  
15.80 Agenda Item 5: Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council of 2nd 

June 2014 
 
The minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 2nd June 
2014 were read. It was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Miss 
Davies and carried unanimously that they were an accurate record and 
signed by the Chairman accordingly. 
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15.81 Agenda Item 6: Matters Arising from the minutes of the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council of 2nd June 2014 

  
15.81.1 It was noted that the situation at 2 High Street had improved dramatically 

understood to be as a result of the sale of the property. 
  
15.81.2 A new Code of Conduct had been adopted in the year which mirrored that 

adopted by HDC. 
  
15.82 Agenda Item 7: Verbal reports from County and District Councillors (if in 

attendance) 
  
15.82.1 Ms Wisson provided a report on the following matters. 

 

 Highways matters: 
 

 Changes to the national highways infrastructure whereby 
Highways England assumes responsibility from The Highways 
Agency had been implemented; 

 
 It was hoped to secure Government agreement to the 

redevelopment of the A14 by the end of 2015 with construction 
hoped to start in 2017 for completion by 2019; 

 
 The A428 route proposals were still awaited; 

 
 It is widely understood that the A1 is intended to become a 

motorway between Baldock and Alconbury. 
 

 The background to the Local Government Boundary Commission 
review. She noted that within her existing constituency rural villages 
had criticised any revisions to electoral boundaries which included 
them with actual or intended urban developments. However, in her 
opinion the effect of such changes would be minimal as it is the 
interests of residents that should be represented. In all likelihood 
the Boundary Commission will not be swayed by the concerns 
raised. 

 

 Her work during the year with the Fire Authority, young people 
committees and the Pensions Panel. 

 

 Parking changes for the Park & Ride services introduced last year 
have been extended to the guided busway sites. 

 
The Chairman thanked Ms Wisson for her report and the support she had 
provided to the Council during the year. 

  
15.82.2 The Clerk read out written reports from Mrs Boddington and Mr West who 

were both unable to be present. 
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15.83 Agenda Item 8: Local Government Boundary Commission - Electoral 
review of Cambridgeshire 
 
After discussion it was agreed that the Council should respond to express 
its concerns at the proposals. These currently include Yelling in a revised 
electoral district with the Loves Farm Development and do not currently 
appear compatible with representing the interests of rural communities. 
The Clerk was requested to prepare a response. 
 
It was further agreed that as the Commission is seeking personal views, it 
would be appropriate for the Chairman to include details of the proposals 
and how individuals can make representations in ‘Your Yelling’. 

  
  
15.84 Agenda Item 9: Clerk’s Salary 

 
The Clerk advised he had not claimed any salary in the year ended 31st 
March 2015 given HMRC’s requirement to operate PAYE on payments to 
council officers and employees and the excessive administration this 
would cause him. Ms Wisson noted that Abbotsley Parish Council used a 
payroll bureau to deal with this at a reasonable cost and she would be 
happy to provide details. 
 
After discussion, it was proposed by Miss Davies, seconded by Mrs 
Ascroft and carried unanimously that the Clerk’s salary remain at the 
existing level of £500 p.a. and the services of a payroll bureau be 
investigated for both future and retrospective requirements. 
 
The Council reaffirmed its undertaking to review the level periodically in 
accordance with the SLCC scales and practice in other comparable 
parishes locally. 

  
15.85 Agenda Item 10: Parish council insurance renewal 

 
The Clerk confirmed that the insurance renewal due with effect from 1st 
October 2014 had been overlooked. The existing provider, Suffolk ACRE 
Services, would effect renewal from this date and he provided details of 
the renewal proposals together with a comparative quotation from an 
alternative provider, from AON UK Limited. 
 
After discussion it was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Mr Fusco 
and carried unanimously that Suffolk ACRE’s five year long term 
commitment at an annual premium of £177.88 be accepted and payment 
made as soon as practical. 

  
15.86 Agenda Item 11: Requests for Donations 

 
The Clerk advised that requests for donations had been received from 
EACH. MAGPAS, HACT, Victim Support and Yelling Village Hall. He also 
reminded the Council of the other donations to support local activities 
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which were usually considered, namely, The Six Villages Newsletter, 
Yelling PCC for the floodlighting and Yelling Cricket Club. It was noted that 
the improved financial situation of the Village Hall had continued and it 
was now seeing higher utilisation by both village and other users. After 
discussion, it was proposed by Mrs Ascroft, seconded by Mr Jackson and 
carried unanimously that the following donations be made under section 
137(4) (a) of the Local Government Act 1972; 
 

 Six villages newsletter       £  50.00 

 Yelling PCC                       £100.00 (floodlighting) 

 EACH                                 £  50.00 

 MAGPAS                           £  50.00 
 

  
15.87 Agenda Item 12: Best Kept Garden Cup 

 
The Chairman noted that organising the judging for the competition was 
usually dealt with by the Vice Chairman. The Vice-Chairman advised that 
as Mr Windsor was now unable to act as judge, last year’s winners, Mr & 
Mrs Tack had agreed to take this role for this year’s competition and the 
judging would take place in early July. 

  
15.88 Agenda Item 13: Correspondence 

 
The Clerk advised he had received a letter from Luminus to attend a 
seminar titled “Understanding Luminus: The Essential Councillors’ 
Seminar” on 8th June. [He was unable to attend and there was no interest 
from the Council]. 

  
15.89 Agenda Item 14: Any other business 

 
The following items were noted for discussion at subsequent meetings as 
appropriate: 
 

 Clarification as necessary of ownership of village assets recorded at 
HM Land Registry. 

 Conversion of ‘offside’ verges to parking spaces for houses 
adjacent to chicane. 

 Pursuance of trial width limit at chicane and surveying of traffic 
impact. 

 Clarification of responsibility for maintenance of Baptist Chapel 
grounds following its effective closure. 

 Progress of submitted HDC Community Chest grant application for 
installation of gates in the sum of £2,500. 

 The status of the village’s fibre broadband improvements under the 
‘Connecting Cambridgeshire’ implementation. 

 Telephone upgrade work by BT. 

 A recent Speedwatch survey conducted between 15.30 and 16.30, 
i.e., outside the rush hour period had recorded approximately 300 
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cars with 5% travelling above 35 mph with a maximum speed 
recorded of 40 mph. 

  
15.90 The meeting closed at 10.00 p.m. 
  
 


