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School visit
Over the last few months we’ve 
had some great suggestions 
from parents and children for 
how local schools could get 
involved with the wind farm – 
and we’re making plans for our 
schools’ open day at Cotton 
Farm this summer.

For more information about 
how your school can get 
involved, please contact us on 
cottonfarm@renerco.co.uk 

In the run-up to this we are 
holding a “name a turbine” 
competition for local children 
– and we would love to hear 
your suggestions.  It could be 
a character from local history, 
a community hero, or a friend 
or neighbour who you would 
like to honour. Please send us 
your ideas along with a short 
explanation to 
cottonfarm@renerco.co.uk 
We would love to hear from you.

You can also keep an eye on our 
website www.renerco.co.uk  
where more details will be made 
available in the coming months.

December 2012 - a wind turbine is assembled at Cotton Farm.

Message from Project Manager
Following a busy period on site over the winter we thought it would be a 
good time to update you on where we’re up to with the project and what 
will be happening at Cotton Farm over the summer.

Between November and January, a total of 64 trucks delivered the wind turbine 
tower sections, nacelles and blades for the eight Cotton Farm wind turbines 
from Goole harbour to the site. 

As the first parts arrived at Cotton Farm our 
specialised installation team (Windhoist/McNally’s) 
started to erect the turbines using two cranes. 
By the 29th November the first turbine had been 
assembled and before Christmas four more had 
been completed. Thankfully after Christmas we 
benefited from a spell of generally good weather 
with low wind speeds and managed to finish 
erecting the last three turbines ahead of schedule. 
We are pleased to confirm that the last of the eight 
turbines was assembled on 11th January. 

The rest of this newsletter has more information about what’s coming up 
in 2013, and I would like to thank you all again for your patience during the 
transport and construction phase.

Michael Rinklin, 
Project Manager, 
Cotton Farm 
Wind Farm



Community benefit fund
The Cotton Farm Community Benefit Fund will be 
available over the lifetime of the wind farm and will 
invest directly into local community and charitable 
projects within 3km of the site. 

RENERCO will provide an annual fixed sum over the 
lifetime of the wind farm, amounting to over £300,000. 
The Cambridgeshire Community Foundation (CCF) will 
administer the scheme and a panel of local residents and 
parish councillors will decide where the funding should be 
directed.

If you’re interested in being part of the panel you can 
contact Jane Darlington of the CCF on 
jane@cambscf.org.uk 

After talking to your parish councils and the CCF, the types 
of projects that will be able to receive funding could include 
sport, education, energy efficiency, and other community 
projects.

We are looking forward to donating to some worthy 
causes and you will be able to start nominating funding 
opportunities later in the year. 

More information will be available on our website 
www.renerco.co.uk and from your parish councils in the 
coming months. 
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February 2013 – all eight turbines are erected.

What’s coming up
During the next few weeks the turbines at Cotton 
Farm will undergo rigorous testing. We expect that 
the wind farm will be fully operational, generating 
clean electricity by the end of March 2013.

We will then finish off the site reinstatement works. 
RENERCO has appointed Ainscough Wind Energy 
Services Ltd. to manage site maintenance works 
once the turbines are operational and RENERCO’s 
own Technical Operations Team will monitor turbine 
performance 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

In addition, we are acting on some local residents’ 
concerns regarding the possible noise that they 
will hear from the turbines. Extensive studies and 
assessments have been completed by independent 
experts and the local planning authority, and we have 
no reason to believe that the turbines will disturb our 
neighbours.

However, we take such concerns very seriously, and 
we would like to provide our neighbours with additional 
comfort. As a result, we have decided to carry out 
additional noise monitoring once the turbines are 
fully operational. The monitoring scheme has been 
approved by the Environmental Health Officer (EHO) 
of Huntingdonshire District Council, Toby Lewis, as 
well as South Cambridge District Council’s EHO, Greg 
Kearney. If you would like more information on this 
noise monitoring scheme please email us at 
cottonfarm@renerco.co.uk
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