
 

 
 
Superfast Broadband Brief 10 - May 2013   
 
Better broadband is on the way 
 
Plans to roll-out better broadband to reach communities across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
by the end of 2015 are on track. 
 
Connecting Cambridgeshire has mapped out some of the first areas across the county being 
considered to receive the new fibre-based infrastructure bringing faster broadband speeds. 
 
Over 50 rural parishes and urban areas are under consideration for the first phases of the roll-out 
delivering connectivity which will enable better broadband speeds of up to 24 Mbps and more. 
 
A high level map giving an indication of parishes/areas with some premises under consideration for 
the first phase of the roll-out can be viewed on the Connecting Cambridgeshire website. 
 
This will be updated as the programme progresses to include subsequent phases. We will also 
provide a Parish Checker allowing residents to find out how their area fits in to the programme, and 
what they can do to promote the benefits of better broadband and help more people get online. 
 
 
Planning the roll-out  
 
The Connecting Cambridgeshire team is working closely with BT through its Openreach division 
carefully planning the roll-out to make the best use of public money so that it reaches as many 
businesses and communities as possible by the end of 2015.  
 
In the first phase of the project this means targeting those areas that will require the least work to 
upgrade the infrastructure connecting them to faster broadband services.  
 
Over the coming months Openreach (and their contractors’) engineers and surveyors will be seen 
out and about around the county as they are busy carrying out detailed planning and surveys to re-
design the network.  
 
The process also involves working with both the highways and planning authorities to ensure that 
the process is as swift and efficient as possible. If surveys reveal unexpected issues it may affect 
when an area is connected. 
 
Phases  
 
The first phase of the roll-out is scheduled to deliver connectivity from December 2013 through to 
June 2014, with the first cabinets going ‘live with fibre’ by the end of 2013. Broadband services from 
a range of internet service providers will be available to premises on a rolling basis during this period 
as infrastructure is built and completed.  
 
We will be able to announce further details of this and subsequent phases of the roll-out plan at 
regular intervals from September 2013, as further information is made available. 
 



The map provides a guide of the general areas in which Openreach will be working and does not 
necessarily indicate inclusion in the first phase as this will be dependent on the outcome of surveys 
and more detailed planning.  
 
The rollout of this project will involve a number of different solutions over various phases and this 
may mean that some parishes/areas will fall within multiple roll-out phases. 
 
Meeting our targets 
 
The Connecting Cambridgeshire programme is on track to achieve our ambitious targets to make 
superfast speeds of 24 Mbps upwards available to more than 90% of homes and businesses across 
the county with better broadband of at least 2 Mbps for very nearly 100% premises by the end of 
2015. 
 
Alongside the commercial roll-out, by the time the contract is completed, around 98% of the county’s 
homes and businesses can expect to get fibre-based broadband, while alternative technologies like 
satellite and wireless can be used for harder to reach areas. 
 
The improved coverage will be achieved through existing commercial network plans combined with 
the Connecting Cambridgeshire programme’s intervention areas. Without this intervention, around a 
third of premises across the county would not be able to receive superfast broadband by 2015. 
 
Answers on a postcard 
 
To keep local communities informed, we are producing a Connecting Cambridgeshire postcard as a 
cost-effective way to briefly highlight the broadband roll-out programme and where to find out more 
information. 
 
The postcards will be distributed to Openreach engineers/surveyors and made available to 
Members, parishes and broadband champions to help direct queries from residents once work 
begins in their areas. 
 
Background information 
 
Cambridgeshire County Council recently produced the attached background information sheet for 
newly elected and returning Members, which you may find useful. The Connecting Cambridgeshire 
team is also preparing an information pack to help Members answer queries about the programme 
in their local areas.  

Updates and FAQs 

We will keep you informed through monthly Broadband Briefs. Regular updates and FAQs will be 
posted on the Connecting Cambridgeshire website.  

The co-located BT and Connecting Cambridgeshire team is now based in Room 20 on the ground 
floor of Shire Hall, so do come and see us, or contact us by email at 
contact@connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk if you have any further queries 

 


