Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 22nd February 2010 in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.
Apologies:

None.
Present:
Mr E. G. Ascroft (Chairman), Mr J. Peal (Vice Chairman), Mrs J. Murray, Mr J. Murray, Mr P. Woodhouse, Mr P. Jackson, Mr L. Johnson.
Declarations

of interest:
None.

Minutes:
The minutes of the meetings of 2nd November 2009 were read. It was proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr J Peal and agreed unanimously that they were an accurate record and signed by the Chairman accordingly.

Matters arising:

New bridge

over footpath:
Mr. Peal advised that he had dug out greater clearance between the bridge and the streambed.

Dead ash tree
The Clerk advised that he had not yet contacted the landowner’s solicitors. The Chairman advised that Mr. Tack had arranged for its removal in any event.

112 High Street:
A planning Application 1000060FUL by Mr I. Marcroft for the erection of a timber workshop in the garden of the property to be used in a dog grooming business by the applicant’s wife was viewed and discussed. Copies of letters to HDC objecting to the proposal had been received from the occupants of two adjoining properties. Concerns were raised over potential parking problems, resultant danger to foot and vehicular traffic and possible noise considerations. It was proposed by Mr Murray, seconded by Mr Johnson and carried by majority, (3 for, 2 against, 1 abstention), that it be recommended for rejection.
Cotton Farm Wind Farm
The Clerk advised that the appeal by nPower to the rejection of planning application 0802296FUL by HDC’s Development Management Panel meeting on 16th November 2009 was to be considered at a Planning Inquiry scheduled to start on 18th May. The Cotton Farm Action Group had invited the Council to join a formal alliance comprising the Group and the parish councils for the Offords, Graveley, Toseland, Great Paxton and Yelling to oppose the appeal. Forming an alliance would enable the councils to be represented by a senior Queen’s Counsel and associated legal team to be engaged by the Action Group but would not make either the councils or individual councillors liable for any costs which would be met solely by the Action Group. Documentation produced by the Action Group confirming this was produced.

It was proposed by Mr J. Peal, seconded by Mrs J. Murray and carried unanimously that the Council join the alliance and further that the sum of £250 be donated to assist with funding.

Replacement of Notice Boards
The Clerk advised that he had obtained indicative prices to supply a new notice board to replace that at the western end of the village from a number of internet suppliers and that these were all of the order of £800.

As this matter has been under consideration for a considerable time, the Council agreed to delegate the decision to proceed to a sub-committee consisting of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

Mr Jackson acknowledged it was rather late in the day to introduce a further solution but advised that a parishioner, Mr Denis Hamilition-Rimmer, had been of great assistance in sourcing tradesmen for improvements to the village hall. Mr Jackson volunteered to approach him to see if he could help which was agreed.

CPALC – Adoption of local council Standing Instructions
The Clerk advised that the Council was required to adopt these instructions which were issued in two parts. Part 1 was only available in book form and would need to be purchased at a cost of £25.00; Part 2 was available by download across the internet. It was proposed by Mr P. Jackson, seconded by Mr J. Peal and carried unanimously that the hard copy be purchased.
COPE – Campaign to retain cheque books – Petition

The Council noted the above petition was being raised as proposals to abolish cheque books could have an adverse impact on older members of the parish but felt that individual responses were most appropriate.

Green Infrastructure Strategy Review - Consultation

Local Transport Plan – Consultation

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment – Consultation

The Council noted the above consultations and agreed that, given their scope, responses were note appropriate.

Accounts to pay

The following accounts were passed for payment, proposed by Mr J. Murray, seconded by Mr P. Woodhouse and carried unanimously.

· Website hosting costs – Mr J. Peal - £109.02
· CPALC – Purchase of Standing Instructions - £25.00
Correspondence

The Clerk advised that;

1. A letter had been received from HDC in connection with the new kerbside glass recycling services which would start on 29th March. This was for noting only as parishioners would be notified independently.

2. A letter had been received from the Big Lottery Fund advising of grants which may be available to parish councils. Unfortunately, the eligibility requirements were directed at certain activities and community projects not within the scope of the Council’s responsibility. 
Any Other Business

· Mr. Murray noted that harsh winter conditions had caused a large number of potholes to develop in the surrounding roads. The Clerk advised that HDC were aware of the problem and had made particular provision on their website to report any problems.

· Mr. Murray noted that the area around the gate adjacent to the cricket field entrance was particularly prone to flooding in bad weather. It was suggested that the Parish Paths Partnership representative might consider drainage improvements in the next funding application.

The meeting closed at 8.38 p.m.
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